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Info panel calls for teachmg
errant staff ‘good lesson’

Vinod.Kumar3
@timesoﬂndia.com

{ Chandigarh: The Punjab

State Information Commis-
sion criticised a pubhc aut-
hority for being lax in hand-

: ling RTI applications, decla-
i ring that such behaviour
: must be condemned and

such employees taught a

goodlesson
These stern observa-

' 'uons were made by Punjab.

yiile X

L, AR B R R s,

state mfomation commis-

i sioner Bhupinder Batth
i while hearing an appeal fi-
: led by a Ludhiana resident.

i The appellant sought infor-

-

i mation from cooperative so-
: cleties, Ludhiana, on Janlﬂ; - othersgetthemessage towa-
- i 2023. A second appeal wasd!;; -4
v led with the commission onﬁ‘

.......

Apr11,2023, under Section19
of the Right to Information
Act, 2005.

An official, an inspector,
appeared onbehalf of there-
spondent, but was unaware

of the facts. This, the com-
mission observed, reflected
a blatant disregard for R’I'I

Actbytherespondent.

The commission, cleafly :

displeased, ‘noted complete

_negligence and laxity by the
_public authority in dealmg'_
with an RTI application. It

emphas:.sed such behaviour

of a govt servant needed to
be condemned and such
employees needed to be

taught a good lesson, S0 that

keup.and perform their-du-
ur _f_rtheR’l‘IActforen—_

] 'Iruel.lu

suring complete transpa-
rency and due accountabili- :
ty in the affairs of public :
authorities. However, before :

initiating any penal procee-

dings against the respon- :
dent PIO, the commission :
granted them a opportunity :

to appear on the next date of
hearing with the requested
mformation :

The PIO was cautioned to-

‘exerclsedue careinfutureto

ensure accurateand comple-
te information was provided
prompﬂy to RTI app]icants,
as required under the provi-

sionsof the RTI Act. Failure

to comply will result in pe-
nal proceedings under Sec-

Y tion20(1)of the RTI Act. The
- case wﬂl be‘next heard on
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