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Sh. Jatinder Singh s/o Sh. Joginder Singh
H.No. 110, Type E-1,

Punjab University Campus,
Sector 14, Chandigarh 160014
9530661455

Vs

Public Information Officer

o/o the District Education Officer(S)
Gurdaspur

The Principal,
Himalaya Modern Senior Sec School,
Babowal, Gurdaspur (Punjab)

First Appellate Authority
o/o The District Education Officer, (S)
Gurdaspur

ORDER
This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 23.1.2025

Appeal Case No. 4585 of 2023

vide which an order in this case was reserved to be pronounced.

2.

The appellant has sought the foIIowmg information in this case.
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(PCP)), Proforma-III [Bill for Contingent Chages in the context of the Personal
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3. The appellant filed the RTI application to the District Education Officer,
Secondary Education, Gurdaspur and requested for the information related to
Himalaya, Modern Senior Secondary School, Gurdaspur. Since nothing was
available on record, therefore, the RTI application of the appellant was sent by the
respondents to Himalaya, Modern Senior Secondary School, Gurdaspur, who has
replied to the appellant that the information sought related to the son of the appellant
had already been supplied and the information related to their staff, which is
personal information, cannot be supplied.Due to non-satisfaction, the appellantfiled
the first appeal before the First Appellate Authority cum District Education Officer,
Secondary Education, Gurdaspur and requested that the information related to the
Himalaya Modern School Senior Secondary School be supplied through the public
information officer.
4. Thereatfter, the appellantfiled the second appeal before the Commission and
accordingly the notice of hearing was issued to the parties and since then the case
was adjourned number of times to take the matter to its logical end. During the
proceedings of this case, the appellant was directed to establish the larger public
interest involved in seeking the information which is personal in nature of the
employees of the said school. Also the Principal, Himalaya Modern Senior
Secondary School Gurdaspur was impleaded as necessary party in this case to
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make the submissions, if any, in accordance with the Punjab RTI Rules 2017. The
school made the submissions that the said institution is not a ‘public authority’ under
the provisions of the RTI Act and filed an affidavit in this regard, as the said
institution is not receiving any grant-in-aid from the Government and is a private
institution. However, the appellantmade the submissions on various dates i.e.
15"September 2023, 4™MOctober 2023, 11"June 2024, 30MAugust 2024,
30"December 2024, and 17"January 2025 in support of his claim, and requested for
the information. He has also reiterated that earlier the school supplied the
information in his own case bearing Appeal Case Number 5437 of 2021 and Appeal
Case Number 398 of 2022. He has also submitted that the pointwise information be
supplied to him in accordance with the judgement passed by the Hon’blePunjab and
Haryana High Court, Chandigarh in Civil Writ Petition No0.17672 of 2023. It is
appropriate to mention that while perusing the other files in which the information
was supplied to the appellant, it is ascertained that the son of the appellant studied in
the said school and the information related to his son has already been supplied as
per the submissions received from the Principal of the said school but this material
fact has been hidden by the appellant in this case.
5. The appellant made the submissions that the District Education Officer, (SE),
Gurdaspur may be directed to supply the information after getting the same from the
school. But he is unable to submit any law under which the District Education
Officer,(SE), Gurdaspur can get the information pertaining to the
correspondence/name of evaluators, remuneration paid to the school employees etc.
for holding the PCP etc. etc. as has been sought by the appellant from the school
related to The National Institute of Open Schooling(NIOS),which is a central body.
Although, the said school has supplied the information related to his son but in
accordance with the submissions made by the School, the said School cannot be
declared as ‘public authority’ under the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 as the said
institution is a private institution and is not getting any grant-in-aid by the
Government.
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Therefore, the appellant’'s mere submissions that the District Education Officer, (SE),

Gurdaspur supplied the information earlier in two cases of the appellant are not
sustainable in this case as an error can be rectified at any stage.

6. Keeping in view the above, no further directions can be given to the
respondent(s) in this case as per the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. As such, the
case is disposed of and closed.

Dated:13.6.2025 (Inderpal Singh)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.



