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Shri Lajpat Rai Garg, (98142 30616) 

S/o Shri Harbans Lal, 

R/o House No. B-3/287, Romana Street,  

Jaito, District Faridkot. 

….Complainant/Appellant 

Versus 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Executive Officer, 

Nagar Council, Mansa. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Executive Officer, 

Municipal Council, Gurdaspur. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Executive Officer, 

Nagar Council, Jaiton, 

District Faridkot. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Additional Deputy Commissioner, 

Urban Development, Mansa.  

 

Public Information Officer,  

O/o Regional Deputy Director, 

Local Government, Ferozepur. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Regional Deputy Director, 

Local Government, Ferozepur. 

 

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Additional Deputy Commissioner, 

Urban Development, Faridkot. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Additional Deputy Commissioner, 

Urban Development, Faridkot. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Director, Local Bodies, Punjab, 

Municipal Bhawan, Sector-35-A, Chandigarh. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Director, Local Bodies, Punjab,  

Municipal Bhawan, Sector-35-A, Chandigarh. 
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Public Information Officer,   

O/o Additional Chief Secretary, 

Local Government, Punjab, 

Municipal Bhawan, Sector-35-A, Chandigarh. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 

O/o Additional Chief Secretary, 

Local Government, Punjab, 

Municipal Bhawan, Sector-35-A, Chandigarh. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Executive Officer, 

Nagar Council, Sangat Mandi,  

District Bathinda. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Executive Officer, 

Nagar Council, Sardulgarh, District Mansa. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Regional Deputy Director, 

Urban Local Bodies, Bathinda. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Deputy Commissioner, 

Faridkot. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Deputy Commissioner, 

Faridkot. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Executive Officer, 

Nagar Council, Kotkapura, 

District Faridkot. 

 

Public Information Officer,   

O/o Additional Deputy Commissioner, 

(General), Tarn Taran. 

 

First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Additional Deputy Commissioner, 

(General), Tarn Taran. 

….Respondents 
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CC: 0124/2022 CC:0124/2023 CC:0125/2023 CC:0126/2023 CC:0127/2023 CC:0128/2023 

AC:1223/2023 AC:1224/2022 CC:0653/2020 AC:2769/2021 4568 OF 2022 AC:5548/2023 

AC:2219/2023 AC:2854/2023 AC:2869/2023 AC:2770/ 2021 AC:3286/2021 AC:2947/2022 

AC:2948/2022 AC:4579/2022 AC:4588/2021 AC:4589/2021 AC:5366/2022 AC:5964/2023 

 

Appellant: Lajpat Rai Garg 

Respondents: Public Information Officers (PIOs) representative's of various departments: 

1. Sh. Giyan Chand, Clerk (O/o EO, Nagar Council, Mansa).  
2. Sh. Harjeet Singh, Clerk (O/o EO, Municipal Council, Gurdaspur).  
3. Sh. Naib Singh, Inspector (O/o EO, Nagar Council, Jaito, Faridkot).  
4. Sh. Molik Goyal, Clerk, Establishment Branch (O/o Director, Local Govt. Punjab) On call.  
5. Sh. Rohit Chaudhary, Clerk, General Branch (O/o Director, Local Govt. Punjab)  On call.  
6. Sh. Jagjeet Singh, EO (O/o Nagar Council, Sangat Mandi, Bathinda).  
7. Sh. Tarunjeet Singh, Supdt. (O/o Director, Local Govt. Punjab).  
8. Sh. DC Singh, Accountant (O/o EO, Nagar Council, Sardulgarh, Bathinda).  
9. Sh. Balbir Singh, Clerk (O/o EO, Nagar Council, Sardulgarh, Bathinda).  
10. Sh. Shiv Kumar, Clerk (O/o SDM, Jaito, Faridkot).  
11. Sh. Gurinder Pal Singh (O/o SDM, Jaito, Faridkot).  
12. Sh. Surinder Kumar, Accountant (O/o EO, Municipal Council, Kotkapura, Faridkot). 
13. Sh. Jugraj Singh, Supdt. (O/o EO, Municipal Council, Patti, Tarn Taran).  

 
FINAL ORDER: 

1. Background: 

The present matter pertains to the hearing of 24 appeals/complaints filed by Mr. Lajpat 

Rai Garg under the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, against multiple public 

authorities mentioned above. Upon examination, it is evident that the RTI applications 

are vague, ambiguous, and lack specificity, making it challenging for both the 

concerned departments and the Commission to ascertain the exact nature of the 

information being sought. Many of the requests are broad, unclear, and framed in a 

manner that leads to confusion rather than promoting transparency. Such imprecise 

applications place an undue burden on public authorities and hinder the effective 

functioning of the RTI framework. 

For instance, some of the RTI applications related to the above-mentioned 24 cases of the 

appellant are reproduced below: 
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AC: 2854/2023 
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AC: 4589/2021 
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2. Observations: 

The respondent PIO O/o Executive Officer, Nagar Council, Jaiton, District Faridkot, 

through his representative, Sh. Naib Singh, has submitted that the appellant has been 

filing multiple RTI applications seeking personal information of government employees 

with whom he has had disputes. An FIR dated 29.05.2019 was registered against the 

appellant due to such conflicts.The relevant portion of the submission is reproduced below:  
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All the cases mentioned above were discussed separately at length, and the 

submissions were made in each and every case by the representatives from the 

respective departments present in today's hearing. Copies of the submissions were duly 

provided to the appellant. A few of the submissions from the respondent PIOs are 

reproduced below :  
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However, upon each case, the appellant pointed out deficiencies, repeatedly stating that 

certain information was incomplete or unsatisfactory. The deficiencies submitted by the 

appellant in the cases are reproduced below:  

 

The appellant was advised to conduct an inspection of records, but he refused, alleging 

non-cooperation from the concerned departments. The nature of the RTI requests 

appears to be vexatious, with the intent of harassing officials rather than securing 

information in the public interest. 
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3. LegalPrecedents:  

The Hon’ble Supreme Court and various High Courts have repeatedly emphasized that 

the RTI Act should not be misused for personal vendetta, fishing inquiries, or to harass 

public officials. The following case laws set important legal precedents: 

 Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr. v. Aditya Bandopadhyay & Ors. 

(2011) 8 SCC 497: The Supreme Court ruled that the RTI Act is intended to promote 

transparency and accountability in the working of public authorities but should not 

be used to demand voluminous and irrelevant information that serves no genuine 

public interest. The Court observed that indiscriminate and impractical demands for 

information can be counterproductive and burden public authorities. 

 Union of India v. Namit Sharma (2013) 10 SCC 359: This case highlighted that while 

the RTI Act serves as a tool for ensuring transparency, it should not be misused for 

personal grievances, private motives, or as a tool to intimidate public servants. 

The Court stressed the need to balance transparency with the right to privacy and 

efficient governance. 

 Girish Ramchandra Deshpande v. Central Information Commissioner & Ors. 

(2013) 1 SCC 212: The Supreme Court clarified that personal information relating to 

an individual, such as employment details, service records, and disciplinary 

proceedings, is exempt from disclosure unless a larger public interest is 

demonstrated. The ruling reaffirmed that RTI should not be a means to extract 

personal information without justified cause. 

 High Court of Punjab & Haryana in Vijay Kumar v. State Information Commission 

CWP No. 4787 of 2011: The Court observed that repetitive and frivolous RTI 

applications impose an unnecessary burden on public authorities and waste 

administrative resources. It emphasized that RTI should be exercised responsibly 

and not be used as a tool to harass public officials through excessive and 

baseless inquiries. 

Decision: 

o The RTI Act, 2005, is a tool for transparency and accountability and should 

not be used as a means for harassment or personal vendetta against public 

officials. However, the Commission also recognizes that every citizen has 

the right to seek information, provided the request is reasonable and in 
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public interest.The above-mentioned appeals/complaints stand dismissed 

as the information sought is either exempt under the RTI Act or is intended 

for personal grievances rather than public interest. 

o The appellant is issued a strict warning to refrain from filing frivolous and 

vexatious RTI applications that waste public resources. 

o The concerned PIOs are advised to exercise their discretion under Section 

7(9) of the RTI Act in the future to prevent misuse of the Act. 

o Any future RTI applications from the appellant seeking similar information 

may be summarily rejected if found vexatious or lacking public interest. 

o The appellant is advised to be precise and specific in future RTI applications 

and not to misuse the Act for personal revenge. 

o Considering the pattern of the RTI applications and the lack of public interest in 

these cases, the penalties in CC: 653/2020 and CC: 124/2022, as well as the 

compensations in AC: 1223/2022 and CC: 124/2022, are hereby dropped. 

   Copies of the order are sent to all concerned parties. The cases are disposed of 

accordingly. 

 

    (Virinderjit Singh Billing)                              (Sandeep Singh Dhaliwal)                                        Date          
State Information Commissioner, Punjab        State Information Commissioner, Punjab                      12.03.2025 

               Chandigarh            .                                         Chandigarh             
 

 


