STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR-17C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Jit Singh Litt, 
# 630, Sector-48/A, 

Chandigarh. 






….. Appellant






Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary (School),

Department of Education, Punjab, 



..… Respondent
Chandigarh. 






AC No.06 of 2008





         ORDER
Present:
Sh. Jit Singh Litt Complainant in person and Sh. Karambir Singh, Advocate on behalf of the Complainant. 

Sh. Madan Lal, Superintendent cum APIO, DPI(S), Sh. Jaswinder Singh, Senior Assistant, Punjab Civil Secretariat, Education-5 Branch, Smt. Jaspal Kaur, Suptd cum APIO, 
Edu-5, Branch. 

-------

1 On the last date of hearing on 28.02.2008 it was directed that: 

a.  The Respondent will provide the balance/deficient information and response to the observations of the Complainant at the earliest but not later than 15.03.2008 by registered post to the Complainant. 

b. The PIO/ APIO O/o DPI(S) and the PIO/ APIO O/o Secretary   Education office will be present with a copy of the information supplied on the next date of hearing. 

c. The Complainant is free to submit his observations/comments on the information being supplied on the next date of hearing. 

2 

During the proceedings today it emerges that: 
a. 
The Respondent provided his response to the observations made by the Complainant vide his letter dated 11.03.2008. A copy of the same is handed over to the Commission and is taken on record. 

b.  
In response the Complainant submits his observations on the reply filed by the Respondent. A copy of this response of the 
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..2.. 
Complainant is handed over to the Respondent. A copy of  the said document is taken on record. 
c. 
The Complainant also submits an application to further “expose the repeated, false, misleading evasive reply being filed by the Respondent”. This document is taken on record and a copy of the same is handed over to the Respondent. 

3.  

In view of the foregoing another opportunity is given to the Respondent to provide response to the documents submitted by the Complainant at Para 2 (b) and (c). 
4 
 
The PIO, DPI(S) and PIO Secretary, Education office will be personally present with a copy of response to the observations at Para 2 (b) and (c) on the next date of hearing. 

5 

To come up on 29.04.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 

4  
Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

-sd-
Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



                  Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Swaran Singh,

Retd. S.S.Master,

Vill: Badiana, P.O. Jhandu Singha,

Distt. Jalandhar.






…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o The Principal,

Govt. Sr. Sec. School,

 Isherwal, Distt. Jalandhar.





…… Respondent






CC  No. 2168 of 2007





    
            ORDER

Present:
Sh. Swaran Singh Complainant in person.

Sh. Wairagi Singh Principal, Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Isherwal, Respondent.





-------

1. 

On the last date of hearing on 05.02.2008, it was directed that all information available with the school and a part of information from the office of DEO (SE), Jalandhar, be sent to the Complainant by registered post free of cost with a copy of the covering letter to the Commission.  The balance information, on receipt from the office of DEO (SE), Jalandhar, was to be sent to the complainant.

2.

During today’s proceedings it emerged that no additional information has been given to the Complainant. The Respondent states that the information was held in the O/o DEO(S), Jalandhar. 

3. 

It is therefore, directed that PIO, DEO(S), Jalandhar will forward the requisioned information to the Complainant by 15.04.2008. He will be personally present with a copy of this information on the next date of hearing. The Complainant is free to point out any observation prior to the date of hearing. 
4.

To come up on 29.04.2008 at 2.00 P.M.

5.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties, DEO (SE), Jalandhar and Deputy Commissioner, Jalandhar for perusal.

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



                  Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Swaran Singh,

Retd. S.S.Master,

Vill: Badiana, P.O. Jhandu Singha,

Distt. Jalandhar.






…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o The Principal,

Govt. Sr. Sec. School,

 Isherwal, Distt. Jalandhar.





…… Respondent






CC  No. 2169 of 2007





    
            ORDER

Present:
Sh. Swaran Singh Complainant in person.

Sh. Wairagi Singh Principal, Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Isherwal, Respondent.





-------

1.

On the last date of hearing on 05.02.2008, it was directed that all information available with the school and a part of information from the office of DEO (SE), Jalandhar, to be sent to the Complainant by registered post free of cost with a copy of the covering letter to the Commission.  The balance information, on receipt from the office of DEO (SE), Jalandhar, was to be sent to the complainant.
2.

During today’s proceedings it emerged that no additional information has been given to the Complainant. The Respondent states that the information was held in the O/o DEO(S), Jalandhar. 

3. 

It is therefore, directed that PIO, DEO(S), Jalandhar will forward the requisioned information to the Complainant by 15.04.2008. He will be personally present with a copy of this information on the next date of hearing. The Complainant is free to point out  any observation prior to the date of hearing. 
4.

To come up on 29.04.2008 at 2.00 P.M.

5.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties, DEO (SE), Jalandhar and Deputy Commissioner, Jalandhar for perusal.









-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



                  Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 
 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh
Sh. Ravinder Kumar,

Lecturer in Maths,

Vill: Chhatwal, Dalhouse Road,

Pathankot (Pb.)





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o The Principal,

S.M.D.R.S.College,

Pathankot (Pb.)





…… Respondent

CC No. 2153 of 2007
ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Randhir Singh Minhas, Advocate, Sh. Ashwani Kumar, Suptd on behalf of the Respondent.






--------
1.

On the last date of hearing on 28.02.2008 it was directed that the information pertaining to Item 2 (a) be sent to him by 15.03.2008 and on the next date of hearing PIO/APIO was to be personally present with a copy of information provided to the Complainant. 
2. 

During today’s proceedings it emerged that information has been sent to the Complainant vide letter no. 2008-SDP/232 dated 12.03.2008. The mere fact  that Complainant is not present, it appears that he is satisfied. The case is disposed of and closed. 
3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 








-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



                  Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Raj Kumar Bhagat,

# 26-A, Gurcharan Park,  

Near Vochar Market, 

Ludhiana (Pb.) 





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (S),

SCO 95-97, Sector-17/D,

Chandigarh.






…… Respondent





CC No. 1177 of 2007





           ORDER

Present:
Sh. Raj Kumar Bhagat Complainant in person. 

Sh. Ram Swaroop, APIO on behalf of the Respondent.

----------

1.

On the last date of hearing on 28.02.2008 it was directed that the Complainant was free to submit his observations/comments to the Respondent by 15.03.2008 and on the next date of hearing the Respondent will come prepared with his response. 

2. 

During today’s proceedings it emerged that the Complainant has not submitted any observations in writing to the Respondent. Accordingly it is directed that he will submit his observations by 10.04.2008 and the Respondent will come prepared with his reply. The PIO will be personally present alongwith a copy of his response on  the next date of hearing..

2. 

To come up on 29.04.2008 at 2.00 P.M .

3.

Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 









-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



     
      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh:

Sh. Avtar Singh, 

S/o Sh. Harbhajan Singh, 

VPO Sanghera, 

Tehsil & District Barnala (Pb.) 



…….. Complainant 





V/s 

Public Information Officer, 

O/The President, 

Guru Gobind Singh College, Sangher, 

District. Barnala (Pb.) 




..….. Respondent






CC.No. 2105/2007







Order 

Present:
Sh. Avtar Singh, Complainant in person. 

Mr. Suapan Shorey, Advocate on behalf of the Respondent.  





-------

1 

On the last date of hearing on 28.02.2008 it was directed that the Complainant will send a copy of his observations to the Respondent by 05.03.2008. The Respondent was accordingly to send his response by 20.03.2008 by registered post. 

2

During today’s proceedings the Respondent confirms having received a copy of observations sent by the Complainant. He also brings out that the school has been taken over and has been placed under DPI (Colleges), Punjab and SDM, Barnala has been made the Administrator of the College. The Respondent states that due to handing/ taking over and transfer of management the information was delayed. However, he assures that response to the observations will be sent by registered post to the Complainant by 20.04.2008. A copy of the Complainant’s letter dated 26.03.2008 is taken on record. 

3 

To come up on 29.04.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 

4 

Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties.   
                                                                                                  -sd-

Chandigarh.




            (P.K.Grover)

Dated: 27.03.2008





Lt. Gen. (Retd.)







        State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh:

Sh. Maghar Singh Sandhu, 

Retd. Principal, 

President, Khalsa High School, 

Mansa (Punjab.





…….. Complainant






V/s 

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Director Public Instructions (S), 

SCO 95-97, Sector-17 D, Chandigarh.
Patiala (Pb.)    





..….. Respondent






CC.No. 1854/2007







Order 

Present:
Sh. Maghar Singh, Complainant in person. 

Sh. Gulshan Lal, Superintendent cum APIO and Sh. Santokh Singh, Senior Assistant, O/o DPI (S), Punjab.  
-------

1 

On the last date of hearing on 17.01.2008 it was directed that the Complainant will submit his observations to the Respondent by 25.02.2008 with a copy to the Commission. The Respondent was to provide response with regard to the information available with him by 05.03.2008 and should any part of the information not be available with him then the same will be extricated/ obtained from the departments holding information. The Commission was to be kept posted with the progress of the information being obtained from other departments/offices and information so obtained was to be provided to the Complainant at the earliest. 
2 

During today’s proceedings it emerged that the Respondent has not received the observations sent by the Complainant vide his Letter No. 138/KHS/MC/08 dated 29.02.2008 running into two pages. A copy of this has been received in the Commission’s office.  
3 

Accordingly Complainant hands over a copy of his observations to the Respondent in my presence. It is directed that Respondent will provide response to the observations submitted by the Complainant by 15.03.2008. Should any part of information not be available with him then the same will 
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..2..

be extricated/obtained from the department holding such information. A copy of the information provided to the Complainant will be sent to the Commission. 

4 

To come up on 24.04.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 

5

Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties.  
Chandigarh.




             (P.K.Grover)

Dated: 27.03.2008





Lt. Gen. (Retd.)







        State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Tejinder Singh,

Near Gurdwara Singh Sabha,

Amargarh,

Distt. Sangrur (Pb.)





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o Sub Divisional Officer,

Pb. State Electricity Board,

Amargarh,

Distt. Sangrur (Pb.)





…… Respondent





CC No. 2136 of 2007





           ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.
Sh. Ravinder Chopra, Assistant Executive Engineer, Sh. Babu Singh, LDC, City Sub Div. Nabha  on behalf  of the Respondent.




---------

1. 

On the last date of hearing on 28.02.2008 it was directed that the PIO Respondent will provide authenticated documents to the Complainant. Also, it was directed that the Respondent will inform the Complainant in writing that all information as was available has been provided and no further information was available on record.
2.

The Respondent states that information has been sent by registered post vide Memo No.  1328 dated 25.01.2008. He submits a copy of the same which is taken on record. The Complainant is not present. It is presumed that he is satisfied with the information provided as there is no representative from him. Since the information stands supplied, the case is disposed of and closed.
 3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

 







-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008




       Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






               State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR-17C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Varinder Mahajan,

Revenue Accountant,

198, Tilak Nagar, Prof. Colony,

Amritsar.






….. Appellant






Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Engineer,

Operation Sub Urban Div.,

Pb. State Electricity Board,

Amritsar.






….. Respondent






AC No.349 of 2007






         ORDER

Present:
Sh. Varinder Mahajan, Complainant is present in person.



Sh. S.K.Bawa, Advocate on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Rajinder Singh, APIO, Brigadier B.S Taunque, Advocate on behalf of the Respondent, Sh. B.S Randhawa, SDO, Verka.  







-------

1 On the last date of hearing on 28.02.2008 it was directed that documents as had been demanded in the original request by the Complainant vide his request dated 06.03.2007 be provided to him. Should any part of information not be available then an affidavit be submitted by the PIO regarding the efforts made to locate the file including filing of a FIR, if considered proper. Response will be provided to the Complainant by 15.03.2008 with a copy to the Commission or an affidavit be submitted justifying the loss by 15.03.2008 to the Commission. 
2 During today’s proceedings it emerged that documents running into 150 pages were sent to the Complainant vide Memo No. 1498 DT dated 13.02.2008.The Respondent also submits an unattested affidavit to the Commission dated 19.03.2008 wherein specifically at Para 4 it has been stated that “there is no other document pertaining the consumer cases of M/s Parshotam Dass held in the office of the deponent. That in case the Complainant still alleges any discrepancy, then the same would be on account of non–handing over the charge by the Complainant”. Respondent agrees to provide a copy of this affidavit to the Complainant.  

                                                                                                      Contd page..2..

..2..
3 Since the information stands supplied the case is closed as far as supply of information is concerned. The order regarding penalty and compensation to the Complainant is reserved.                                                                                                          
4 Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 
-sd-

Chandigarh






( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008





Lt. Gen (Retd.)






                          State Information Commissioner   

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR-17C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Varinder Mahajan,

198, Tilak Nagar,

Professor Colony,

Amritsar.






….. Complainant






Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chief Engineer,

I.R. & W. Pb. State Electricity Board,

Patiala.






….. Respondent
CC No. 1962 of 2007

ORDER

Present:
Sh. Varinder Mahajan, Complainant is present in person and 
Sh. S.K. Bawa, Advocate.
Sh. Rajinder Singh, APIO-cum- Information and Public Relations Officer PSEB, Sh. B.S Randhawa, SDO, Verka PSEB, Patiala and Sh.B.S Tonque, Advocate.  
     ------

1.

On the last date of hearing on 28.02.2008 it was directed that the Respondent will explain his stance on the relinquishment of the Complainant from his previous appointment as per the letter quoted by the Complainant.  

2.

During today’s proceedings, it emerged that due to changes in the posting of the Complainant even though the original order was dated 02.03.2006, he was relieved on 22.07.2006. There is nothing on record to state the reasons for the delay in relieving the individual. The Respondent also categorically states that there were no attachments with the show cause notice. 

3.

It is therefore, directed that Respondent will submit an affidavit to the Commissioner highlighting the reasons for delay during the period 02.03.2006 to 22.07.2006 explaining in chronological order any specific reasons as they may be.  A copy of this affidavit will be sent by registered post to the Complainant. This affidavit will be submitted by 15.04.2008. 
4. 

To come up on 24.04.2008 at 2.00 P.M.

5. 

Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 








-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



     
     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Gurnam Singh,

Vill: Dasondha Singh Wala, 
P.O. Mithewal (148020)

Tehsil Malerkotla, Distt. Sangrur.



…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o  Addl. Superintending Engineer,

Pb. State Electricity Board,

Div. Samrala at Gulal,

Distt.Ludhiana.





…… Respondent

CC  No. 2293 of 2007





           ORDER 

1.

This case was last heard on 05.02.2008 where the order for provisioning of information was reserved.  It had six items.  It was filed on 08.10.2007 and on getting no information, the complainant filed a complaint with the Commission on 6.12.2007.

2.

It was directed that the Respondent was to submit an affidavit justifying the reasons for denial of information. This was to be submitted by 20.02.2008. 

3. 

The APIO, PSEB submitted an affidavit dated 18.02.2008. In his affidavit he has brought out following: 

a) That the information sought by the Complainant is personal information of late Sh. Mohan Singh, UDA, the disclosure of the same has no relationship to any public activity or interest. Complainant if allowed access to the information would cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of late Sh. Mohan Singh, UDA/his legal heirs which may harm or injure personal life. 

b)      
In the aforesaid circumstances, the Respondent deponent prays that exemption under Section -8 (1) (j) of RTI Act may be granted to the Board from providing access to information to Complainant Sh. Gurnam Singh. 

4.             He has also explained through this affidavit the reasons for the delay in responding to the Complainant. He states that the delay is neither willful nor deliberate. 
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p..2

5. 

I have gone through the details of the case carefully and am of the view that information being sought by the Complainant who is related to the deceased is of personal nature and may result in infringement of plevacy of the legal heirs of the deceased. This may also lead to certain domestic disputes.  
6. 

I, therefore, hold that the information demanded by the Complainant is exempt from disclosure u/s 8 (1) (j) RTI Act 2005. 

7. 

The Complaint is, therefore, dismissed. 

5.  
Copies be sent to both the parties.  

-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



    
      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Gurnam Singh,

Vill: Dasondha Singh Wala,

P.O. Mithewal (148020)

Tehsil Malerkotla, Distt. Sangrur.



…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o Secretary, 

Pb. State Electricity Board, H.O.,

Patiala.






…… Respondent





CC  No. 2294 of 2007





           ORDER

1.

This case was last heard on 05.02.2008 where the order for provisioning of information was reserved.  It had six items.  It was filed on 15.10.2007 and on getting no information, the complainant filed a complaint with the Commission on 6.12.2007.

2.

It was directed that the Respondent was to submit an affidavit justifying the reasons for denial of information. This was to be submitted by 20.02.2008. 

3. 

The APIO, PSEB submitted an affidavit dated 18.02.2008 alongwith Memo No. 164232 dated 13.11.2007.  In his affidavit he has brought out following: 

a)  
That the information sought by the Complainant is personal information of late Sh. Mohan Singh, UDA, the disclosure of the same has no relationship to any public activity or interest. Complainant if allowed access to the information would cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of late Sh. Mohan Singh, UDA/his legal heirs which may harm or injure personal life. 

b)    
In the aforesaid circumstances, the Respondent deponent prays that exemption under Section -8 (1) (j) of RTI Act may be granted to the Board from providing access to information to Complainant Sh. Gurnam Singh. 

4               I have gone though the details of the case carefully and am of the view that information being sought by the Complainant who is related to the deceased is of personal nature and may result in infringement of privacy of the legal heirs of the deceased. This may also lead to certain domestic disputes. 
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6. 
I, therefore, hold that the information demanded by the Complainant is exempt from disclosure u/s 8 (1) (j) RTI Act 2005. 

7.  
The Complaint is, therefore, dismissed. 

8.  
Copies be sent to both the parties.  

-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



    
      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Smt. Durgeshwari Devi, W/o
Late Sh. Bal Krishan,

# B-Iv-1743, Chowk Chimbian, 
Near Arya Girls Senior Sec. School, 

Near Daresh, Ludhiana (Pb.) 



…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o District. Education Officer,  

Mini Secretariat, 
Ferozepur Road, 

Ludhiana (Pb.) 





…… Respondent





CC  No. 1196 of 2007





           ORDER

1.

In this case, the arguments were last heard on 04.03.208. In my order dated 04.03.2008, it has been noted that information demanded by the Complainant stands supplied and therefore, the case regarding the delivery of information was closed. However, order regarding imposition of penalty and award of compensation was reserved.

2.

I have gone through the entire material placed on record by the parties hereto and find that the Respondent has throughout been making sincere efforts to supply the information that was available in the records of Public Authority. Since the Complainant was not satisfied with the information supplied, the Respondent took all pains to see that the necessary clarifications to the information already supplied. It is not a case where it can be said that the Respondent has, without any reasonable cause, refused to furnish the information or has malafidely denied the supply of information.  

3. 

In the circumstances, I am of the view that this case does not call for imposition of any penalty upon the PIO or the award of compensation to the Complainant under Section 19 (8) (b) of the RTI Act. The request for imposition of penalty and for the award of compensation is, therefore, declined.  
4. 

The case stands finally disposed of. 
5.  

Copies be sent to both the parties. 








-sd-

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 27.03.2008



    
      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 
