STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB.

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Kultar Singh,

S/o S. Harbans Singh,

B-214, New Amritsar,

340 Acre Scheme, G.T. Road,

Amritsar.



     


                     …..Complainant





        Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chairman,

Improvement Trust,

Amritsar.






                      …. Respondent

MR. No. 03

In CC No. 1496 of 2007
ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.



PIO, Mr. Ashok Kumar Sharma, for the Respondent.
-----

This case was heard on 13.06.2008, when the Complainant had stated that he had received the requisite information and wanted suitable action to be taken against the PIO for misleading him and the Commission about a file gone missing.  The PIO was directed to file an Affidavit and show cause why action should not be taken against him for delaying/denying the information and misleading the Commission.  

2.

The PIO. Mr. Ashok Kumar Sharma has submitted an Affidavit, dated 27.06.2008, alongwith the several annexure(s) and clarified the position in regard to the missing file and the departmental action initiated by the public authority.  The same is accepted.

In the view of the foregoing, the case is disposed of and closed.

Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  
                       (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                               State Information Commissioner

Dated, July 18, 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB.

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Pritam Kaur

W/o Sh. Dharam Singh,

Village Sangha, Tehsil Sardulgarth,

District Mansa.


     


                     …..Complainant





        Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

Sardulgarh, District Mansa.




                      …. Respondent

CC No. 49 of 2008
ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.



APIO, Mr. Jagtar Singh, for the Respondent.
 -----

The Respondent in a communication to the Commission on 25.06.2008, has stated that the Complainant has been briefed about action taken upon her representation dated 7/9.03.2006.  The Respondent is directed to send a copy of this letter No. 520/25.06.2008 to Mrs. Pritam Kaur with compliance report to the Commission.  

The case is disposed of and closed.

Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  
                       (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                               State Information Commissioner

Dated, July 18, 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB.

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Lt. Col. K.S. Brar (Retd),

Partap Niwas,

81, Sector 4,

Mansa Devi Complex,

Panchkula.



     


                     …..Complainant





        Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Development & Panchayat Officer,

Moga.







                      …. Respondent

CC No. 1027 of 2008
ORDER

Present:
Complainant, Mr. Brar (Retd.) in person.



BDPO, Mr. Harinder Singh, Baganpurana, for the Respondent.
 -----

Heard both the parties.

2.

The Appellant asked for information on 04 points on 17.9.2008.  He has received replies on 02 points.  He, however, alleges that information on the remaining 02 points has not been delivered.  

3.

During the hearing, it emerges that what the Complainant wants to know is who is the owner of House No.166 in 2004-05?  

4.

The Respondent says that this can be known from the voter’s list.  

5.

I direct the Respondent to provide certified copy of the relevant voter’s list showing ownership of House No.166, as per the re-numbering in houses in the village in 2004-05, within 07 working days from today with a compliance report to the Commission.  

The case is adjourned to 08.08.2008.
Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  
                       (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                               State Information Commissioner

Dated, July 18, 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB.

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Yashpal Bharadwaj,

House No. 1010, St. no. 01,

Abadi Engine Shed,

Manjeet nagar, Ludhiana.

     

                            …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Improvement Trust,

Ludhiana.

 



                            …. Respondent

CC No. 1055 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.



PIO, Mr. Harinder Singh, for the Respondent.

 -----


The Respondent PIO, Mr. Harinder Singh, is not prepared to answer the questions related to the instant case.  The request for information under the Act was sent to the PIO on 27.03.2008.  There has already been inordinate delay in giving the information demanded.  The PIO seeks some more time.  

2.

I direct the Respondent to supply certified requisite information on all the 03 points to the Complainant within 15 working days from today with compliance report to the Commission.  

3.

The PIO says that he is virtually working in a vacuum with no staff to collect and assimilate the information from different branches of the Improvement Trust and disseminate the same to RTI applicants.  He also rues the systemic failure in the public authority in providing timely information to him.
4.

The Deputy Registrar should send copy of this order (by name) to the, Improvement Trust, Ludhiana, Administrator, Mr. Birbal Singh, who should 
..2

-2-

personally look into the functioning of the PIO and the RTI cell in the Improvement Trust and ensure speedy disposal of the applications received under the RTI Act.
The case is adjourned to 08.08.2008 for further proceedings.
Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  

                       (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                        State Information Commissioner

Dated, July 18, 2008

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB.

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Balbir Aggarwal,

House No. 1525/1,

Gali No. 33, Preet Nagar,

New Shimlapuri, Ludhiana.


        

                 …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Improvement Trust,

Ludhiana.




                                       …. Respondent

CC No. 1042 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
Complainant, Mr. Balbir Aggarwal, in person.



PIO, Mr. Harinder Singh, for the Respondent.

 -----



The Complainant says that he has not received any information on his RTI application dated 30.10.2007.  The PIO is silent and offers no explanation.  This shows the casual and callous attitude of the public authority dealing with the RTI applications.  The Complainant has taken up a public cause in his 02 complaints, dated 09.07.2007 and 29.08.2007, submitted to the Improvement Trust.  Now he wishes to know what action has been taken on those 02 complaints, related to damage of same public property of a park.  
2.

The PIO is directed to give the requisite information on the 02 complaints made by the Complainant within 15 working days from today with a compliance report to the Commission.

3.

Infact, the PIO says that he is virtually working in a vacuum with no staff to collect, and assimilate the information from different branches of the Improvement Trust and disseminate the same to RTI applicants.  He also rues the systemic failure in the public authority in providing timely information to him. 
…2

-2-

4.

The Deputy Registrar should send copy of this order (by name) to the, Improvement Trust, Ludhiana, Administrator, Mr. Birbal Singh, who should personally look into the functioning of the PIO and the RTI cell in the Improvement Trust and ensure speedy disposal of the applications received under the RTI Act.
The case is adjourned to 08.08.2008 for further proceedings.
Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  
                       (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                        State Information Commissioner

Dated, July 18, 2008

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054




Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com 

Jaspal Singh Dhinsa,

House No. 2392-B, SCL Society, 

Sector 70, Mohali.  
                               
           


         …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Greater Mohali Area Development Authority,

PUDA Bhawan, Mohali.




                  ……. Respondent

CC No. 1018 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
Mr. Jaspal Singh Dhinsa, Complainant, in person..



Mr. Gurbax  Singh, APIO, for the Respondent.
-----



The requisite information is supplied to the Complainant in my presence today.  He is satisfied with the same.



The case is disposed of and closed.
Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  
                   (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                            State Information Commissioner.
Dated, July 18, 2008.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB.

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Taran Singh,

Green Avenue Street,

# B-V-1022, Near Bus Stand,

Malerkotla, District Sangrur.     
    


                …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Secretary Education,

Punjab, Mini Sectt., Chandigarh.



                ….. Respondent





MR No. 26  of  2008 In 

CC No. 1423 of 2007

ORDER
Present:
None for the  Applicant-Complainant.

Representative, Mr. R.T. Saini, Superintendent, Office of  DPI(SE)    for the Respondent. 
----



Today is the 3rd hearing in this case after the case was dismissed for non-prosecution on 28.12.2007. 
2

The representative of the Respondent, Mr. R.T. Saini, Superintendent, Office of D.P.I.(SE), states that the RTI application addressed to the Secretary Education was received in the Directorate on 11.09.2007.  The same was  sent to D.E.O. on 18.09.2007 with the request that requisite information be given to the applicant.  A copy of this communication was also sent to the applicant, Mr. Taran Singh.   3.

He further avers that reminders were sent to D.E.O., Sangrur, on 15.04.2008 and 03.07.2008 but to no avail. 
4.

This is a serious matter. It is now more than one year since  the RTI application is making  rounds of  the  office of the Secretary Education/ Directorate of Education since 06.06.2007. There has been no appearance on behalf of the Respondent- PIO, Secretary Education/Directorate of Secondary Education  since the case was first heard on 03.12.2007. 





- 2 -

5.

 The Complainant has sought  information  only on 02 points:  one,  a  copy of the S.L.P. filed by the Punjab Government  in the Supreme Court in the case of a school teacher and two, certified copies of the correspondence, if any, between  the State and  the teacher concerned, Mr. Bhuvnesh  Kumar, after 09.07.2003, when the Supreme Court had decided the case in favour of the  teacher.  
6.

It is directed that the D.P.I.(SE)  should  intervene in the matter, procure  the information from DEO, Sangrur and send the same to the applicant within 15 working days from  today with a compliance report to the Commission.  The Deputy Registrar of the Commission should also send  a copy of this order to D.P.I. (Secondary Education) by name.
7.

It is also  directed that PIO/ DPI(SE)  should be personally present on the next date of hearing to confirm the delivery of information and also explain the delay  in supplying the information.
The case is adjourned to  08.08.2008.

Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  
                   (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                            State Information Commissioner.
Dated, July 18, 2008.

cc:      DPI (Secondary Education)    by name.
           Punjab, Sector 17-D,

           Chandigarh.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB.

SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Palwinder Singh,

S/o Sh. Harjit Singh,

MCH - 538, Moh. Subhash Nagar,

Dagana Road, Hoshiarpur.               
           


                    …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Secretary to Government of Punjab,

Department of Welfare of SC/BC, Punjab,

Chandigarh.





                 
     ……. Respondent

CC No. 904 of  2008

ORDER

Present:
Complainant, Mr. Palwinder Singh, in person

None for the Respondent.

-----



As per my order dated 06.06.2008, Complainant met with the Secretary, Department of  Welfare of S.Cs. and B.Cs on 02.07.2008.  
2.

A letter, dated 11.07.2008  from the Respondent to the Commission, states  that  the requisite information, including related documents, has been given to the Complainant and that he is satisfied with the same. The letter also says that the Complainant, who is physically challenged, has been advised to approach  the Commissioner  for  Disabilities to seek information on benefits available to physically challenged persons in the State.
3.

The Complainant says that he is not satisfied with the information provided to him on first 02 points, as it was conveyed “orally”: i.e .he can  apply for PCS exams under both categories; and that there are no rules that prohibit a candidate to opt for more than one category to which he belongs.  In fact, Under Secretary, Department of Welfare of S. Cs. and B. Cs., who had appeared on behalf of the Respondent on 06.06.2008, had stated that there is no provision in the Act to give any clarification and only specific information and documents asked for can be provided.  





- 2 -

4.

Going by the RTI Act “definitions” Section 2(f), what the Complainant  has sought in the first  02 points does not strictly fall in the category of “information”.  And he has been explicitly told so.
5.

On point 03, the Complainant says that  he has written a letter to the Secretary to Governor, Punjab, on 11.06.2007 and again on 11.12.2007.  The same, he says, was forwarded by APIO, Punjab Raj Bhawan to the Secretary, Department of Welfare of S.Cs. and B.Cs.  on 25.06.2007 and 14.01.2008.  The Department, however, Complainant alleges, denied having received these letters. He wants to know department’s final decision on the same. 

6.

I direct the PIO,  Department of Welfare of S.Cs. and B.Cs. to give information  on the Complainant’s letter dated 11.06.2007 within 15 working days from today with a compliance report to the Commission.    

7.

 The Complainant, if he so wishes, may approach the PIO, O/O Commissioner for Disabilities for  more  information.


The case is adjourned to 08.08.2008 for confirmation.


Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  
                   (P. P. S. Gill)

Chandigarh,



                            State Information Commissioner.
Dated, July 18, 2008.

