STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. H.C Arora, 

H.No. 2299, Sector-44/C, 
Chandigarh. 









…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Registrar, 

Northern Indian Institute of Fashion Technology, 

B-68, Industrial Area, 

Phase-VII, Mohali.





…… Respondent





  CC-524 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
Sh. H.C Arora Complainant in person.  

Mr. D.S Grewal, Registrar, NIIFT and Sh. Vikas Chatrath, Advocate on behalf of the Respondent.  






--------

1. The case relates to seeking information relating to vehicles and other facilities, if any, provided by the NIIFT to IAS officers on its Board/Management. The initial request for information was made on 22.02.2008 and it had two items. This was responded by the Respondent vide letter No. Dir/nift/08/1825 dated 04.03.2008. Since the Complainant was not satisfied, he filed a complaint under Section 18 to the Commission on 17.03.2008. The Respondent has claimed that he was not a Public Authority as per Section 2(h) of the RTI Act. 
2. During the proceedings today the Respondent submits written arguments to the Commission with a copy to the Complainant. Accordingly a period of three weeks is given for the Complainant to submit his arguments to the submission made by the Respondent. 

3.  

To come up on 13.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
4.  

Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India, 

903, Chander Nagar, 

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.)





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

C/o Deputy Commissioner Office, 

Bathinda (Pb.) 






…… Respondent





  CC-496 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.  

Sh. Sadhu Ram Khosla, Project Officer, Suvidha Centre, Bathinda on behalf of the Respondent.  






--------

1.  
The case relates to seeking information regarding accounts and operations of Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services, Bathinda. Initial request was made by the Complainant on 17.01.2008 and it had 49 items. On not receiving any response he filed a complaint under Section 18 (1) of the RTI on 26.02.2008. 

2.  
The complainant is not present. He has informed through a fax message that he will be not be able to attend the proceedings today due to unavoidable reasons. 

3.  
During the proceedings, the Respondent states that he is not certain if Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services is a Public Authority under the provisions of Section 2 (h) of the RTI Act. Accordingly, the contents of Section 2 (h) were explained to the Respondent The Respondent also states that information was readily available.  

4.  
In view of the foregoing it is directed that Respondent should either supply information by 01.05.2008 or submit his arguments bringing out that Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services is not a Public Authority as per section 2 (h) of the RTI Act. In such an eventuality copies of the following documents will be submitted to decide the actual status of the Respondent:- 

                                                                                                                   Contd page..2.. 
..2..

a.  Memorandum of Article of Association. 

b. Society registration certificate. 

c. Lease deed of land on which Suvidha Centre has been placed. 

d. Expenditure or infrastructure and source of funds (Tabulated). 

e. Balance sheets 31.03.2005, 31.03.2006 and 31.03.2007. 

f. Allocation of funds by government or its agencies. 

g. Tax exemption if any. 

h. Composition of executive committee/ management. 

i. Any other material. 

5.  
To come up on 20.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
6.  
Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India, 

903, Chander Nagar, 

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.)





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

C/o Deputy Commissioner Office, 

Gurdaspur (Pb.) 






…… Respondent





  CC-495 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.  

Sh. Narinder Singh, Technical Programmer, Suvidha Centre, Gurdaspur for the Respondent.  






--------

1.  
The case relates to seeking information regarding accounts and operations of Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services, Gurdaspur. Initial request was made by the Complainant on 17.01.2008 and it had 49 items. Subsequently he filed a complaint under Section 18 (1) of the RTI on 26.02.2008. 

2.  
The Complainant has informed through a fax message that he will be not be able to attend the proceedings today due to unavoidable reasons. 

3.  
The Respondent is prepared to argue the case but the Complainant is not present. The case is, therefore, adjourned. 

4.  

To come up on 20.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
5.  
 
Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India, 

903, Chander Nagar, 

Civil Lines, 

Ludhiana (Pb.)





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

C/o Deputy Commissioner Office, 

Fatehgarh Sahib (Pb.) 




…… Respondent





  CC-492 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.  

Sh. K.B Mann, Assistant Commissioner General cum PIO on behalf of the Respondent. 






--------

1.  
The case relates to seeking information regarding accounts and operations of Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services, Fatehgarh Sahib. Initial request was made by the Complainant on 17.01.2008 and it had 49 items. On not receiving any response he filed a complaint under Section 18 (1) of the RTI on 26.02.2008. 

2.  
The Complainant has informed through a fax message that he will be not be able to attend the proceedings today due to unavoidable reasons. 

3.  
The Respondent provided response vide letter No.64 dated 22.02.2008 containing 375 pages. The Respondent states that he was made aware of the observations raised by the complainant on the information supplied by the Commission. In fact these observations have been received on 08.04.2008 and accordingly he requests for a period of four weeks to provide the deficient information/his response. 

4.  
In view of the foregoing it is directed that deficient information and response to the observations made by the Complainant be sent to him by 15.05.2008.  

5.  
To come up on 20.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903/ Chander Nagar,

Civil lines, Ludhiana (Pb.).




…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

C/o Deputy Commissioner Office, 

Ferozepur (Pb.)






…… Respondent





CC -  491 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Gurmeet Singh, Naib Tehsildar, Ferozepur on behalf of the Respondent.






---------

1. 
 
The case relates to seeking information regarding accounts and operations of Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services, Ferozepur. Initial request was made by the Complainant on 17.01.2008 and it had 49 items. On not receiving any response he filed a complaint under Section 18 (1) of the RTI on 26.02.2008.

2. 
 
The complainant is not present he has informed through a fax message that he will be not be able to attend the proceedings today due to unavoidable reasons. 

3.   

During the proceedings, the Respondent states that he is not certain if Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services is a Public Authority under the provisions of Section 2 (h) of the RTI Act. Accordingly, the contents of Section 2 (h) were explained to the Respondent. The Respondent also states that information was readily available.  

4. 
 
In view of the foregoing it is directed that Respondent should either supply information by 01.05.2008 or submit his arguments bringing out that Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services is not a Public Authority as per section 2 (h) of the RTI Act. In such an eventuality copies of the following documents will be submitted to decide the actual status of the Respondent:- 

a. Memorandum of Article of Association. 

b. Society registration certificate. 

c. Lease deed of land on which Suvidha Centre has been placed. 

                                                                                                                                        Contd page…2.. 
                                                                  ..2..
d. Expenditure or infrastructure and source of funds. 

e. Balance sheets 31.03.2005, 31.03.2006 and 31.03.2007 

f. Allocation of funds by government or its agencies. 

g. Tax exemption if any. 

h. Composition of executive committee/ management. 

i. Any other material. 

6.     To come up on 20.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
7.     Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





      (P.K.Grover)

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India, 

903, Chander Nagar, 

Civil Lines, 

Ludhiana (Pb.)





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

C/o Deputy Commissioner Office, 

Ferozepur (Pb.) 





…… Respondent





  CC-494 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Gurmeet Singh, Naib Tehsildar, Ferozepur on behalf of the Respondent.






---------

1. 
 
The case relates to seeking information regarding accounts and operations of Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services, Ferozepur. Initial request was made by the Complainant on 17.01.2008 and it had 49 items. On not receiving any response he filed a complaint under Section 18 (1) of the RTI on 26.02.2008.

2. 
 
The complainant is not present he has informed through a fax message that he will be not be able to attend the proceedings today due to unavoidable reasons. 

3.   

During the proceedings, the Respondent states that he is not certain if Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services is a Public Authority under the provisions of Section 2 (h) of the RTI Act. Accordingly, the contents of Section 2 (h) were explained to the Respondent. The Respondent also states that information was readily available.  

4. 
 
In view of the foregoing it is directed that Respondent should either supply information by 01.05.2008 or submit his arguments bringing out that Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services is not a Public Authority as per Section 2 (h) of the RTI Act. In such an eventuality copies of the following documents will be submitted to decide the actual status of the Respondent:- 

a. Memorandum of Article of Association. 

b. Society registration certificate. 

c. Lease deed of land on which Suvidha Centre has been constructed. 

                                                                                                                                        Contd page…2.. 
                                                                  ..2..
d. Expenditure or infrastructure and source of funds (Tabulated). 

e. Balance sheets 31.03.2005, 31.03.2006 and 31.03.2007 tabulated, 

f. Allocation of funds by government or its agencies. 

g. Tax exemption if any. 

h. Composition of executive committee/ management. 

i. Any other material. 

8.     To come up on 20.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
9.     Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





      (P.K.Grover)

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India, 

903, Chander Nagar, 

Civil Lines, 

Ludhiana (Pb.)





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

C/o Deputy Commissioner Office, 

Faridkot (Pb.) 






…… Respondent





  CC-493 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Complainant.  

Sh. Arvind Kumar, Naib Tehsildar, Jaiton on behalf of the Respondent. 






--------

1.  
The case relates to seeking information regarding accounts and operations of Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services, Faridkot. Initial request was made by the Complainant on 17.01.2008 and it had 49 items. On not receiving any response he filed a complaint under Section 18 (1) of the RTI on 25.02.2008. 

2.  
The Complainant has informed through a fax message that he will be not be able to attend the proceedings today due to unavoidable reasons. 

3.  
The Respondent present states that information has been sent vide his letter No. 94/Suvidha dated 10.04.2008. He hands over a copy of the covering letter to the Commission which is taken on record. The Complainant has also confirmed through the said fax that he has received information on 16.04.2008 and he needs time to analyze. He requests for a period of two weeks for submitting his observations. 

4.  
In view of the foregoing it is directed that the Complainant will submit his observations to the Respondent that a copy to the Commission by 01.05.2008 and the Respondent will come prepared with response to these observations on the next date of hearing. 

5.  
To come up on 20.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
6.  
Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





      (P.K.Grover)
Dated: 17.04.2008.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner
 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Bhajan Singh,

Vill: Momanabad,

Post Office. Ahmedgarh,

Distt. Sangrur (Pb.).




…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o Executive Engineer,

Pb. State Electricity Board,

Distt. Sangrur (Pb.).




…… Respondent





CC -  460 of 2008





          ORDER

Present:
Sh. Bhajan Singh, Complainant in person.

Sh. Jagminder Singh, SDO, PSEB, Sub-Urban, Sub Division No.1, Ahmedgarh on behalf of the Respondent.






---------

1. The case relates to the decision taken on letter written by the Complainant pertaining to 3 HP connection of motor in his agricultural land. A request was made by the Complainant on 17.01.2008. On not getting any response he filed a complaint with the Commission on 26.02.2008. 
2. During the proceedings it emerged that the Respondent has a copy of the response provided to the Chief Engineer, Ludhiana by the Respondent. A copy of the same is handed over to the Complainant, with a copy to the Commission which is taken on record. The Complainant is satisfied with this response. 
3. Since the information stands supplied the case is closed and 
disposed of. 
4.  Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Harbhajan Singh,

Vill: & P.O. Abuwal,

Tehsil Raikot,

 Distt. Ludhiana (Pb.).




…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o  Senior Executive Engineer,

Pb. State Electricity Board,

Mullanpur, Distt. Ludhiana (Pb.).



…… Respondent





CC -  376 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
Sh. Harbhajan Singh, Complainant in person.

None on behalf of the Respondent.






---------
1.

On the last date of hearing, on 18.03.2008, it was directed that.
(a)  Information be supplied by registered post free of cost to the complainant by 15.4.2008 with a copy to the Commission.

(b)  On the next date of hearing, the PIO Shri Sanjeev Prabhakar, XEN, will be personally present with a copy of the information sent to the complainant.

2.

During the proceedings today it is observed that Sh. Sanjeev Prabhakar, XEN cum PIO who had been directed to be present in person with a copy of the information being sent to the Complainant is not present. The Complainant also states that so far no information has been provided. In  view of the foregoing it is directed that on the next date of hearing Sh. Sanjeev Prabhakar XEN cum PIO will be present with a copy and an affidavit explaining reasons of his absence from the proceedings held today.



3.

To come up on 15.5.2008 at 2.00 P.M.

4.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties and Chairman, PSEB, Head Office, Patiala for taking necessary cognizance and ensuring presence of Sh. Sanjeev Prabhakar, XEN cum PIO on the next date of hearing. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Er. Ram Gopal Bhagat,

H.No. 206, War No. 13,

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar, Jail Road,

Gurdaspur.






…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o  Secretary,

Pb. State Electricity Board, H.O.,

Patiala.






…… Respondent





CC  No. 247 of 2008





          ORDER

Present:
Er. Ram Gopal Bhagat Complainant in person.

Sh. Rajinder Singh, APIO-cum-Information and Public Relations Officer, H.O., Patiala.

-------


1.

On the last date of hearing on 18.03.2008 it was directed that information be sent to the Complainant by registered post free of cost at the earliest.  The complainant may submit his observations on the information provided to the Respondent by 05.04.2008.
2.

During the proceedings today it emerged that the Complainant had sent a fax letter on 04.04.2008 containing observations, however, the Respondent states that he has not received the same. Accordingly a copy of observations is handed over to the Respondent with a copy to the Commission which is taken on record. It is, therefore, directed that Respondent will provide response to the observations made by the Complainant by 05.05.2008 with a copy to the Commission. 
3.

To come up on 20.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M.
4. Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Rajpal Singla,

H. No. 403, Sector 44-A, 

Chandigarh.






…… Appellant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o The Chief, I.R. & W.,

Pb. State Electricity Board, H.O.,

Patiala.






…… Respondent





AC No. 52 of 2008





          ORDER

Present:
Sh. Rajpal Singla Appellant in person.

Sh. Rajinder Singh, APIO-cum-Information and Public Relations Officer, PSEB, H.O., Patiala.




-------

1.

On the last date of hearing, on 18.03.2008, it was directed that the Respondent will send balance information to the Appellant by registered post by 27.03.2008 and the Appellant will submit his observations by 05.04.2008.
 2.

During the proceedings today it emerged that deficient information has not been sent to the Appellant. Also the Appellant submitted his observations on 24.03.2008 on the information provided so far. It was also stated by him that none of the three queries raised by him, have been replied. The Respondent states that despite having sent a written note to the concerned officer who is responsible to provide replies to the queries raised by the Appellant there has been no response. He submits a copy of Memo No. 708/AP-356/28 dated 09.04.2008. 

3.

In view of the foregoing Sh. K.S Bhatia, Deputy Secretary, services-1, PSEB, Patiala will be personally present with the response to the information being sought by the Appellant on the next date of hearing. 

4.

To come up on 15.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M.

5.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties and to the Chairman, PSEB, Patiala for ensuring presence of Mr. K.S Bhatia, Deputy Secretary, services-1, PSEB, Patiala. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Sh. Rajpal Singla, 
H. No. 403, Sector 44-A, 

Chandigarh.






…… Appellant





          Vs

Public Information officer,

O/o The Chief, I.R. & W.,

Pb. State Electricity Board, H.O.,

Patiala.






…… Respondent





AC No. 53 of 2008





          ORDER

Present:
Sh. Rajpal Singla Appellant in person.

Sh. Rajinder Singh, APIO-cum-Information and Public Relations Officer, PSEB, H.O., Patiala.




-------

1.

On the last date of hearing, on 18.03.2008, it was directed that the Respondent will send balance information to the Appellant by registered post by 27.03.2008 and the Appellant will submit his observations by 05.04.2008.

 2.

During the proceedings today it emerged that deficient information has not been sent to the Appellant. Also the Appellant submitted his observations on 24.03.2008 on the information provided so far. It was also stated by him that none of the three queries raised by him, have been replied. The Respondent states that despite having sent a written note to the concerned officer who is responsible to provide replies to the queries raised by the Appellant there has been no response. He submits a copy of Memo No. 708/AP-356/28 dated 09.04.2008. 

3.

In view of the foregoing Sh. K.S Bhatia, Deputy Secretary, services-1, PSEB, Patiala will be personally present with the response to the information being sought by the Appellant on the next date of hearing. 

4.

To come up on 15.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M.

5.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties and to the Chairman, PSEB, Patiala for ensuring presence of Mr. K.S Bhatia, Deputy Secretary, services-1, PSEB, Patiala. 

Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR-17C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Varinder Mahajan,

Revenue Accountant,

198, Tilak Nagar, Prof. Colony,

Amritsar.






….. Appellant






Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Engineer,

Operation Sub Urban Div.,

Pb. State Electricity Board,

Amritsar.






….. Respondent






AC No.349 of 2007






         ORDER

Present:
Sh. Varinder Mahajan, Complainant is present in person.



Sh. S.K.Bawa, Advocate on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Rajinder Singh, APIO, Brigadier B.S Taunque, Advocate on behalf of the Respondent, Sh. B.S Randhawa, SDO, Verka.  







-------

1.  
Vide my order dated 27.03.2008 the order regarding imposition of penalty and award of compensation was reserved.
2. As per the proviso appended to Section 20 RTI Act 2005, penalty under  can be imposed upon a PIO only after giving him a reasonable opportunity of being heard on the question. Perusal of the file shows that, in the instant case, the Respondent, PIO has not as yet been called upon to show cause why penalty under Section 20 be not imposed upon him. 

3. In view of the foregoing, I call upon the Respondent to show cause, by way of an affidavit, as to why penalty under Section 20 RTI Act be not imposed upon him and also why compensation be not awarded to the Appellant. This affidavit may be filed before the next date of hearing. 
4. To come up on 13.05.2008 at 2.00 P.M. Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 17.04.2008.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

