STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hemant Goswami,

C/o Burning Brain Society,

# 3, Glass Office, Business Arcade,

Hotel Shivalik View,

Sector - 17 E, Chandigarh.





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society,

District Branch,

C/o Deputy Commissioner Office,

Muktsar.







…… Respondent





CC – 511 of  2008





        ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami, Complainant in person.

Sh. Rajeev Gupta, Technical Programmer on behalf of the Respondent.






--------
1. 

On the last date of hearing on 15.07.2008 it was directed that the Complainant will provide his response to the aspects brought out by the Respondent. Submissions by both the parties were to be made to the Commission with a copy to each other by 31.07.2008.
2. 

During the proceedings it emerges that the Respondent forwarded his response vide letter No. 146/Suvidha dated 29.07.2008 with a copy to the Commission. The Complainant responded to this vide his letter dated 06.08.2008 with a copy to the Commission. The Respondent is directed to provide his response to the said letter by 30.08.2008. The complainant also states that he would like to make a written submission regarding orders issued on 20.05.2008. The Complainant is free to make his written submission by 25.08.2008. 

3. 

To come up on 25.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 

4. 

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties.
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                                                        State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Rajeev (Advocate) S/o

Sh. Ram Chander, Retd. J.E.,

78, Bhagat Singh Colony,

Ferozepur City.





…… Appellant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o The Chief Engineer, West Zone,

Pb. State Electricity Board, H.O.,

Bathinda.






…… Respondent





AC – 214 of  2008





        ORDER

Present:
Sh. Ram Chander, Retd. J.E   F/o Sh. Rajeev (Advocate), Appellant.

Sh. Bhupinder Singh Lubana, Sr. XEN, Tech., PSEB, Ferozepur and Sh. Gurdev Singh, UDC, Sub Urban Div., PSEB, Ferozepur.






--------
1.

During the proceedings it emerges that the Respondent had sent information vide his Memo No. 5829/EWT-4 dated 23.07.2008 to the Appellant. The Appellant has submitted his comments on this information vide his letter dated 28.07.2008 to the Commission. 

2. 

In view of the foregoing, it is directed that Complainant will send a copy of his observations to the Respondent by 15.08.2008. On the next date of hearing, the Respondent will come prepared with his response to the observations submitted by the Complainant. 
3.

To come up on 02.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M.

4.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties.

Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                                                        State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Harjeet Singh, 

183, A/61-A,

Main Bhagu Road,

Bathinda (Pb.).





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Eye Care Society (Regd.),

Bathinda (Pb.).





…… Respondent

       CC – 1234 of  2008 in MR – 38 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
Sh. Harjeet Singh, Complainant in person.

None on behalf of the Respondent.




-------
1. 

On the last date of hearing, on 08.07.2008, it was directed that the Complainant will obtain information on payment of requisite fee since the  Respondent had initiated action as per the provisions of the RTI Act. The information was to be provided to the Complainant within ten working days by speed post as has been requested by the Complainant. 
2. 

During the proceedings today it emerges that the Complainant had deposited the requisite fee for providing information on 14.07.2008. The Complainant states that there are a large number of anomalies in the information provided to him and there are a number of deficiencies. The Respondent is not present. The Complainant is directed to send a copy of his observations to the Respondent. He also makes a written submission. He is also directed to send a copy of this to the Respondent. The Respondent/ PIO is directed to provide response to the observations of the Complainant by 01.09.2008. On the next date of hearing, the PIO/ Respondent will be personally present with his response to the observations being submitted by the Complainant. 

3. To come up on 02.09.2008 at 2.00 PM. 

4. Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                                                        State Information Commissioner 
                       STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Satnam Singh,

 S/o Sh. Surjit Singh, 

President,

Universal Human Rights Organisation,

Central Jail, Ludhiana (Pb.).



…… Appellant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o The Environmental Engineer,

Punjab Pollution Control Board,

Zonal Office, 20-21, Amar Plaza,

PF/LIC Complex, Ludhiana (Pb.).



…… Respondent

AC – 191 of  2008





        ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant or the Respondent.

-----
1. 

On the last of hearing on 08.07.2008 the Respondent had been directed to provide deficient information pertaining to Item No. 1 by registered post free of cost to the Appellant by 20.07.2008. The Appellant vide his letter No. RTI/229 dated 25.06.2008 had informed that being lodged in the Central Jail, Ludhiana, he cannot attend the proceedings. However, he had requested that the deficient information be provided. 
2. 

It was directed that the PIO/Respondent will be personally present with a copy of information to be supplied. However, it is observed that the PIO is not present once again. It is directed that the PIO will be present with a copy of information be supplied to the Appellant. 
3.  
To come up on 02.09.2008 at 2.00 PM. 

4.  
Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.).





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

District Fatehgarh Sahib,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

DC Office, Fatehgarh Sahib.




…… Respondent





    CC – 492 of 2008 





            ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. K.B. Mann, Assistant Commissioner General cum PIO on behalf of the Respondent. 





-------
1.    

 On the last date of hearing on 24.06.2008 it was directed that the Complainant will go over the information supplied and submit his observations, if any, to the Respondent by 15.07.2008 The Respondent was directed to come prepared with response to the observations that may be submitted by the Complainant on the next date of hearing. 
2. 

During the proceedings it emerged that the Complainant submitted his observations on 11.07.2008. The Respondent provides his response in my presence today. The Complainant is free to go over the information supplied and submit his observations, if any, by 01.09.2008. On the next date of hearing, the Respondent will come prepared with the response on the observations that may be submitted by the Complainant. 
3. 

To come up on 25.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
5.  
Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                                    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.).




…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

District Ferozepur,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

DC Office, Ferozepur.




…… Respondent

CC – 491 of 2008 and CC - 494 of  2008





            ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Jugal Kishore Anand, District Accountant, Suvidha Centre, Ferozepure.






--------
1. On the last date of hearing on 24.06.2008 it was directed that accordingly, the Complainant will go over the information supplied and submit his observations, if any, to the Respondent by 15.07.2008. The Respondent was directed to come prepared with response to the observations that may be submitted by the Complainant on the next date of hearing. 
2.  
During the proceedings it emerges that the Complainant had sent his observations on 11.07.2008. The Respondent states that information has been sent by courier on 25.07.2008. The Complainant is free to go over the information supplied and submit observations if any by 01.09.2008 to the Respondent with a copy to the Commission. 
3. To come up on 25.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 

4. Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                                    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hemant Goswami,

C/o Burning Brain Society,

# 3, Glass Office, Business Arcade,

Hotel Shivalik View,

Sector 17- E, Chandigarh.




…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

Distt. Branch, C/o Deputy Commissioner,

Jalandhar.







…… Respondent





CC -  508 of 2008





        ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami Complainant in person. 

Sh. Suresh Kumar, Dealing Assistant HRC on behalf of the Respondent.  



  ------
1. 

On the last date of hearing on 26.06.2008 it was directed that the Respondent will submit complete details of the case regarding payment of fee for provision of information to the Commission with a copy to the Respondent by 15.07.2008. The Complainant was to provide response to the case being forwarded by the Respondent by 01.08.2008. 
2. 

During the proceedings it emerges that the Respondent had sent an e-mail to the Complainant on 14.07.2008 with a copy to the Commission. The Complainant states that he has not received the same. Accordingly a copy of the same is handed over to the Complainant to submit his written response by 15.08.2008 to the Respondent with a copy to the Commission. The Respondent is free to make written submission by 25.08.2008. 
3.  
To come up on 02.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
4.  
Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                                    State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. U.K.Sharda,

C/o Resurgence India,

903,Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.).





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

District Nawanshehar,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

DC Office, Nawanshehar.





…… Respondent





    CC – 500 of 2008 





            ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.


Sh. Sukhwinder Singh Dhillon, DRO on behalf of the Respondent.






-------

1. On the last date of hearing on 24.06.2008 it was directed that the PIO will be personally present alongwith the information being supplied to the Complainant. 
2. During the proceedings today the Respondent hands over the information as had been requisioned alongwith the CD to the Complainant in my presence. The Complainant points that disclosure under Section 4(1) (b) has not been supplied. The Complainant will go over the information supplied and submit his observations by 01.09.2008 to the Respondent with a copy to the Commission. On the next of hearing on 25.09.2008, the Respondent will come prepared with his response to the observations that may be submitted by the Complainant. The Respondent regrets profusely the anomaly in providing the response to the Complainant forwarded by his letter No. 642/Suvidha dated 13.02.2008 and 685/Suvidha dated 02.06.2008. 
3. To come up on 25.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
4. Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. U.K.Sharda,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar, Civil Lines,

Ludhiana (Pb.).






…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

Distt. Patiala C/o Deputy Commissioner,

Patiala.







…… Respondent

CC -  497 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Moti Lal Sharma, Administrative Office and Sh. Rajinder Singh, System Administrator, Suvidha Centre, Patiala on behalf of the Respondent. 

                                            ------

1. 

On the last date of hearing on 26.06.2008 it was directed that the Complainant will go over the information provided and submit his observations, if any, by 15.07.2008. The Respondent was directed to come prepared with his response to the observations that may be submitted by the Complainant. 

2. 

During the proceedings it emerges that the Complainant submitted his observations on 11.07.2008 with a copy to the Commission. The Respondent hands over copies of the ledger accounts for the period of 2006-07 and 2007-08 to the Complainant. The Respondent agrees to provide a photocopy of ledger accounts of period 2004-05 and 2005-06 by 01.09.2008. Also the Respondent confirms that proactive disclosure U/s 4 (1) (b) of the RTI Act will be compiled by 01.09.2008. A copy of the same will be sent to the Complainant. The Complainant is free to submit his observations on the information supplied by 10.09.2008. 

3. 
 
To come up on 25.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M.  
4. 
 
Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                              State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.).





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

District Bathinda,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

DC Office, Bathinda.





…… Respondent





    CC – 496 of 2008 





            ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Jatinder Singh, APIO-cum-DRO, Bathinda and Sh. Dwarka Prasad, Accounts Officer, Sukhmani Society, Bathinda on  behalf of the Respondent. 



--------

1.  
On the last date of hearing on 24.06.2008 it was directed that the Complainant will go over the information supplied and submit his observations, if any, to the Respondent by 15.07.2008. The Respondent was directed to come prepared with response to the observations that may be submitted by the Complainant on the next date of hearing.
2. During the proceedings it emerges that the Complainant had submitted his observations to the Respondent with a copy to the Commission on 14.07.2008. The Respondent provides information pertaining to Sr.1 of observations dated 14.07.2008. The Complainant requests that response to Sr. l & 8 of application dated 14.07.2008 be provided at the earliest. Accordingly, it is directed that the Respondent will provide the requisite information to the Complainant by 10.09.2008. The Complainant is free to submit his observations, if any, but on the information supplied. 
3.  
Written submission made by the Respondent is taken on record. 
4.  

To come up on 25.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 

5. Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

                                                                              State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.).





…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

District Gurdaspur,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

DC Office, Gurdaspur.





…… Respondent





    CC – 495 of 2008 





            ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. C.S Mann, Executive Magistrate, Gurdaspur on behalf of the Respondent.



------
1. On the last date of hearing on 24.06.2008 it was directed that the PIO will be personally present to submit response to the arguments submitted by the Complainant vide his letter dated 22.05.2008.
2. During the proceedings today the Respondent provides his response verbally. However, on his request an opportunity is given to him to submit his written response to the Commission by 15.08.2008 with a copy to the Complainant. As regards the provision of information on CD is concerned, it will be sent by 15.08.2008 by registered post.  The Complainant is free to submit his observations on the information being supplied by 25.08.2008.
3. To come up on 02.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
4. Announced in the hearing. Copies of order be sent to both the parties. 
Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana (Pb.).




…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sukhmani Society for Citizen Services,

C/o Deputy Commissioner, 

DC Office, Faridkot.





…… Respondent

CC  - 493 of  2008





           ORDER

Present:
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Arvinder Kumar, Tehsildar, Jaito, Distt. Faridkot on behalf of the Respondent.





-------
1.  
On the last date of hearing, on 24.06.2008 it was directed that the Complainant will go over the information supplied and submit his observations, if any, to the Respondent by 15.07.2008. The Respondent was directed to come prepared with response to the observations that may be submitted by the Complainant on the next date of hearing. 

2. During the proceedings today it emerges that the Complainant submitted his observations to the Respondent on 14.07.2008 with a copy to the Commission. The Complainant confirms having received response to Serial 1 (Para No. 40) of the original compliant. However, no response has been provided to Item 39 relating to disclosures under Section U/s 4(1) (b) to the Respondent by 25.09.2008. In fact the response of the Respondent pertaining to mandatory proactive disclosure U/s 4 (1) (b) has been “It will be published in the future”. 
3. To come up for compliance of order on 25.09.2008 at 2.00 P.M. 
4. Announced in the hearing. Copies be sent to both the parties and Chief Secretary to Govt. of Pb, Punjab Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh. 

Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




     
Lt. Gen. (Retd.)

State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

Visit us at : www.infocommpunjab.com
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sh. Harbans Singh Brar,

H. No. 20281, Street No. 16,

Near Ch. Roshan Singh Hospital,

Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar,

Bathinda (Pb.).





…… Appellant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Punjab State Electricity Board,

Patiala.





…… Respondent





AC - 81 of 2008





        ORDER

1. 

The case was last heard on 19.06.2008 and the order regarding provision of information pertaining to (b) that is, Item 2 was reserved. 

2. 

Vide his initial request dated 06.06.2007 the Appellant had sought the following information:- 

a) I want to know about the marks obtained by me in the test for recruitment of Assistant Engineer on training in PSEB, Patiala conducted by NTPC Ltd. New Delhi on 21.04.2007 (Sunday) on the behalf of PSEB, Patiala.  

b) I want a photocopy of my answersheet and a photocopy of answersheet of topper candidate in electrical discipline test for comparison purpose. 

3.

The information relating to (a) above (Item 1) was supplied and the Appellant was satisfied. With regard to (b) above (Item 2), the request of the Appellant had been turned down by the Respondent as well as by the first Appellant Authority under the provisions of Section 8 (1) (j) of the RTI Act. The Appellant has appealed for provision of information relating to Item 2 on the grounds that Section 8 (1) (j) relates to exemption from disclosure of personal information. The Appellant avers that his requirement does not relate to any personal information. He has also brought out that there was a general dissatisfaction with the results of the examination conducted by the PSEB. 
                                                                                                                        Contd page..2.. 
..2.. 
4.  

In response, the Respondent has brought out that “answer sheet is not a public document which is openly published or shown to the candidates. Disclosure of answer sheet or making it public would cause harm to the privacy of the Board. Information under aforesaid exempted category can be released provided public interest over rides the personal interest. Public interest arises only when there is a lot of hue and cry among the public that large scale malpractices and irregularities are committed by the Board in making the selection in question. However, selection in this regard has been done purely on the merit basis strictly in accordance with the criteria mentioned while advertising the posts of AEs. Appellant absolutely failed to prove allegations of irregularities against the Board. Appellant also failed to prove the involvement of larger public interest over-riding the personal interest”.
5. 

I have perused and analysed the argument of both the parties.  A similar case had been dealt by the full bench vide CC-773/2006.  The ruling can be taken as a precedent.  I need not go into analyzing the arguments in detail as has been done in the said case.  I, therefore, hold that the Appellant is not entitled to the copies of the evaluated answer sheets, whether these pertain to the Appellant himself or other candidates. 

6. 

This case is, accordingly, disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





    
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 07.08.2008.




  
  Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






           

 State Information Commissioner 

