STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Kuldeep Kumar Kaura,

Retd. Lecturer, 5-C, Phase-1,

Urban Estate, Focal Point, Ludhiana.

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secy. to Govt. of Punjab,
Health & Family Welfare Deptt.

Chandigarh. 

….Respondent

C.C. NO.2376 of 2007

ORDER 

Present: -
Sh. Kuldeep Kumar Kaura, Complainant in person.

Sh. Madan Sharma, Supdt. on behalf of the Respondent.  



In the last hearing dated 20.08.08 one month was granted to the respondent to supply the information to the complainant.  Today Madan Lal, Supdt. Health-4 Branch is present on behalf of respondent without an authority letter. He again seeks permission for more time. The complainant submits that his original request for information was filed on 29.07.07 and almost a year has passed but no information has been provided so far.  According to him the department is playing hide and seek with him and requesting for adjournment at every hearing. In the earlier orders, directions were given to the PIO to follow the provisions and directions of the Commission under the RTI Act 2005. Today again, the Supdt. is present without an authority letter or any knowledge of the case.  He has chosen to ignore the show cause notice issued under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act 2005 calling upon the PIO vide order dated 5.5.2008  to file an affidavit as to why penalty be not imposed upon him for his failure to supply the information within the prescribed time.   In these circumstances, it is proved that the PIO has not only failed to supply the complete information within the stipulated time but has also failed to explain the reasons for delay and suitably present the case before Commission. The information was sought on 29.10.2007 by the complainant which has not been supplied despite hearings held on 5.3.2008, 21.7.2008, 20.8.2008 and 6.10.2008. Therefore penalty @ Rs. 250/- per day from 21.07.2008 subject to maximum of Rs. 25,000/- is imposed upon the PIO under Section 20(1) of RTI Act 2005.   The complainant has alleged that complete information has not been supplied to him.  Accordingly, respondent is directed to supply the complete information before the next date of hearing.  Copy of this order be sent to the Principal Secretary Health and Family Welfare Punjab (By Name) to ensure compliance of the Order.  To come up for confirmation of compliance of orders regarding payment of penalty & supply of complete information to the complainant.



The next date of hearing is 10.11.2008 at 2:00 PM. 







    









            (Mrs. Ravi Singh)






        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
CC:

Sh. Vijay Kain, I.A.S. Principal Secretary, Health and Welfare Punjab, Chandigarh. 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Smt. Kanta Devi,

H. No. 19641 Gali No. 6,

Ajeet Road, Bathinda.  

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (E),

Bathinda. 

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 665 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Smt. Santosh Kumari APIO on behalf of the Respondent.  



At the last of hearing the PIO was directed to send the information to the complainant by registered post within 15 days.  Today Santosh Kumari, APIO is present and contends that information sought by the complainant has been sent to him by registered post on 17.09.08.  Since the complainant was neither present on the last date of hearing nor he is present today. It is presumed that he has nothing to say, accordingly the case is hereby disposed of and closed.







    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Lakhwinder Singh,

Teacher, Colony, 

Near New Bus Stand More Mandi,

Distt. Bathinda. 

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (SS),

Bathinda. 

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 1318 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Tarsem Lal Singla, APIO on behalf of the Respondent. 


The complainant complaint on 19.06.08 that her original application dated 9.05.08 has not been attended to.



The respondent contends that whatever information was sought by the complainant  has been provided to him by registered post on 13.06.08.  One more opportunity is granted to the complainant to appear at the next date of hearing so that he can inform whether he is satisfied or not.  In case he is not present at the next date of hearing, the case will be decided ex parte.



The next date of hearing is 22.10.08 at 11:00 am in Chamber. 








    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Kuldeep Singh Mohawa,

Kothi No. 3, Mohini Park,

Opp. Khalsa College, Amritsar.  

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (S),

Ajnala Road, Amritsar.  

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 1337 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Harjit Singh, S.A./PIO is present.  



The respondent states that all information has been sent to Kuldeep Singh by hand. He has signed the documents delivered to him.  Since he is not appeared today, it seems he is satisfied; therefore, the case is hereby disposed of and closed.   







    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Nirmal Singh,

# m2465, Sector 32-A,

Urban Estate Near B.C.M. School,

Chandigarh Road, Ludhiana. 

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (E),

Punjab, Chandigarh.  

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 1349 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Ranjit Singh, PIO/DEO (P) along with Gurdarshan Singh, Sudpt. & Sonia, S.A. 


Sh. Nirmal Singh filed a complaint on 25.06.08 that his original application dated 16.11.07 has not been attended to.


Information sought is regarding DRP Volunteers Teachers Scheme under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan authority scheme.  The respondent submits that all information has been sent to the complainant by ordinary post. He is directed to send this information by registered post and if at the next date of hearing the complainant does not point out anything contrary the case will be disposed of. 



The next date of hearing is 22.10.08 at 11:00 am in the Chamber.








    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Smt. Raj,

Hindi Mistress,

Govt. High School, Jallalabad (East),

Moga. 

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Head Mistress,

Govt. High School (Girls),

Takhanwadh, Distt. Moga. 

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 653 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
Smt. Raj Complainant in person.

Sh. Iqbal Singh, Incharge Headmaster/PIO in person.



In the last order dated 20.08.08, the PIO was directed to provide information to the complainant within 15 days.  Today the PIO submits that all information is available with him except particular of information regarding ACR and evaluation for the year 2004-05.  Therefore, directions are given to mark an enquiry against the said officer regarding the availability of these ACR’s.  Rest of the information is to be given to the complainant in the Performa available in the office as per the school record.  


To come up for confirmation of compliance on 15.12.08 at 2:00 pm.   







    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Nachhatter Singh,

Devi Wala Road, Gali No. 1,

Kot kapura, Distt. Faridkot. 

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (E.E.),

Faridkot.   

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 1368 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
Sh. Nachhatter Singh, Complainant in person.

Sh. Charanjit Singh Brar, PIO/DEO along with Gurdarshan Singh, Supdt. & Jaswant Kaur, S.A. is present.  



Sh. Nachhatter Singh filed a complaint on 25.06.08 that his original application dated 18.02.08 has not been attended to.



There is absolute confusion as to what information is sought by the Nachhatter Singh regarding original application dated 18.02.08. During the course of hearing the complainant contends that he wishes to know the implementation of Teachers Act 2004. Before any further proceedings are taken the respondent states that identical case has already been filed in the Commission which is fixed for hearing on 27.10.08 in the court of Honourable State Information Commissioner Mrs. Rupan Deol Bajaj, therefore, Deputy Registrar is asked to enquire if any identical case is being heard in the Commission.  The respondent is directed to give the information within 15 days if the present information is not identical. 


The next date of hearing is 15.12.08 at 02:00 pm.







    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

ShJagjit Kumar Sharma,

Near Raghunath Mandir,

Prem Nagar, Dhaki Road,

Pathankot, Gurdaspur. 
…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chief Engineer,

PWD B & R, Patiala.  

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 1373 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
Sh. Jagjit Kumar Sharma, Complainant in person.

Sh. Sukhwinder Singh, APIO on behalf of the Respondent. 



Sh. Jagjit Singh filed a complaint on 26.06.08 that his original application dated 30.04.08 has not been attended to.


Information sought by him is regarding:-


“That I am deputed on the post of Fee Inspector.  I have won the case. My award may kindly be got implemented, which was given on 13.05.03.”



The respondent submits that the case of the award was implemented in August 2008.  He is giving in writing as to why so many years have elapsed since the Labour Tribunal passed an order in the year 2003.



The complainant is not satisfied with the answer provided to him regarding the pay scale fixed. The respondent is providing documents related to the stay taken by the department regarding the fixation of pay scale.  The complainant is being advised to take up the matter either in the Civil Court or before the competent higher authority.  



Keeping in view, the inordinate delay caused in supplying the information and the resultant detriment suffered by the complainant, I award a sum of Rs.5000/- (Rupees Five Thousand only) to the complainant as compensation under Section 19(8)(b). The amount is to be paid by the respondent public authority i.e. office of Chief Engineer PWD (B&R), Patiala, This amount should be paid before the next date of hearing.



The next date of hearing is 10.12.2008 at 2:00 P.M. 







    

Sd/-









           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Dr. Prem Nath Rajput,

45-B, Prem Nagar

Bhadson, Road, Patiala. 

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Civil Surgeon,

Patiala. 

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 1381 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
Dr. Prem Nath Rajput, Complainant in person.

Sh. Harish Malhotra, APIO on behalf of the Respondent. 



Dr. P.N. Rajput filed a complaint on 27.06.08 that his original application dated 18.02.08 has not been attended to. 



Information sought is in the form of 59 questions and are mostly related to third party information.  The respondent is not aware or familiar with the provisions of 8(1)(j) where information can be denied being third party information.

“8(1)(j) Exemption from disclosure of information:- Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, there shall be no obligation to give any citizen information which relates to personal information the disclosure of which has no relationship to any public activity or interest, or which would cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of the individual unless the Central Pubic Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer or the appellate authority, as the case may be, is satisfied that the larger public interest justifies the disclosure of such information”.


The complainant wants to explain the reasons of asking this information. He has been told that no reasons are required for providing information under the RTI Act 2005. All his questionnaires are taken up point wise and the respondent is directed that only to answers point No. 4, 16, 38 and 42 information is to be provide. Rest of the information has been provided or is irrelevant.  



PIO is hereby directed to give the remaining information within 15 days to the complainant and to file compliance report in the Commission.



The next date of hearing is 15.12.08 at 2:00 pm.  








    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Smt. Anureeta,

5229, St. No. 3, Gobind Pura,

P.O. Amritsar Reyon Silk Mills,

Chheharta, Amritsar. 

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Civil Surgeon,

Amritsar. 

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 720 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the complaint or respondent. 



In the earlier order the respondent was directed to provide information free of cost. A letter has been received from Anureeta where she submits that the office of Civil Surgeon is harassing her and not providing her the required information on one pretext or the other.  



The non appearance of the respondent reflects a deliberate attempt by the PIO in not providing the information within the stipulated time.  Therefore the PIO is directed to be personally present at the next date of hearing and to provide information to the complainant free of cost, otherwise action U/S 20 of the RTI Act will be initiated.


The next date of hearing is 17.12.2008 at 2:00 pm.  








    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Satish Kumar,

Galipeeli Haveli,

Vill. & P.O. Sujanpur,

Teh. Pathankot, Distt. Gurdaspur.  

…..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o The Secretary,

Mini Secretariat,

Elementary Education,

Deptt. of Govt. of Punjab., Chandigarh. 

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 742 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the complaint or respondent. 



In the earlier order dated 25.08.08 none was present on behalf of the complainant and respondent. 



Today the respondent has again not appeared which shows disrespect and attitude of defiance by the PIO.  The failure to give the information clearly stems from an attitude of defiance to the mandate of the statute.  Original application was submitted on 10.02.08 and in my view the PIO has deliberately chosen not to supply information or to respond to notice issued by the Commission.


Therefore, PIO is hereby issued a show cause notice through a written reply as to why action should not be taken against him by imposing a penalty of Rs. 250/- each day till the information is furnished. However, the total amount of such penalty shall not exceed to Rs. 25,000/- as per the provisions of Section 20(1) of the RTI Act 2005.



The next date of hearing is 17.12.2008 at 2:00 pm.  








    











           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Lakhwinder Singh

Teacher Colony,

Near Bus Stand More Mandi,

Distt. Bathinda. 

…..Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director of Public Instruction(SE),

Punjab, Chandigarh.   

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 1319 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant and Respondent.  



The complainant filed a complaint on 13.06.2008 received in the Commission on 19.06.2008 that his original application dated 29.04.2008 has not been attended to. This complaint was fixed for hearing on 06.10.2008 before the Commission.  Today neither the complainant nor the respondent is present.  This being the first hearing, another opportunity is granted to the parties to appear and present their case.  



The next date of hearing is 17.12.2008 at 2:30 pm. 








           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)







        State Information Commissioner.

Chandigarh


Dated 06.10.2008

