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Appeal Case No. 3517 of 2021 

 
ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 15.12.2021 vide which 

the order in this case was reserved to be pronounced. 

2. The appellant has sought the following information vide his RTI application dated 

18.5.2021:- 

 
3. On receipt of the RTI application the Public Information Officer replied vide letter No. 7149  
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dated 7.6.2021 and the relevant portion of the same is reproduced below:- 

 

 
4. Also the appellant filed the first appeal before the First Appellate Authority on 15.6.2021 

and the First Appellate Authority passed the order dated 14.7.2021 and sent to the appellant vide  
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No. 8689 dated 22.7.2021 and the relevant portion of the same is reproduced below:- 

 

 

 



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden, 

Sector 16, Chandigarh. 
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172-2864110  Helpline 0172-2864100 

Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com 

Whatsapp No. 62848-20189 Cisco Webex: 158 708 3455 
 

 

 

Appeal Case No. 3517 of 2021 

-4- 

 



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden, 

Sector 16, Chandigarh. 
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172-2864110  Helpline 0172-2864100 

Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com 

Whatsapp No. 62848-20189 Cisco Webex: 158 708 3455 
 

 

 

Appeal Case No. 3517 of 2021 

-5- 

 

5. Feeling aggrieved the appellant filed the 2nd appeal before the Commission  on 4.8.2021 and 

the notice of hearing was issued to the parties for 23.9.2021. 

6. During the hearing on 23.9.2021, the following order was passed:- 

“2. The representative of the respondents states that the appellant has sought 

the voluminous information and the reply has already been sent to the appellant and 

also First Appellate Authority has passed the order in this case, which is taken on 

record. However, the appellant states that the respondent may be directed to supply 

the complete information in this case. 

Contd..p/6 
  



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden, 

Sector 16, Chandigarh. 
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172-2864110  Helpline 0172-2864100 

Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com 

Whatsapp No. 62848-20189 Cisco Webex: 158 708 3455 
 

 

 

Appeal Case No. 3517 of 2021 
 

-6- 
 

3.  It was brought to the notice of the parties regarding the decision of the 

Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in the matter of Girish R. Deshpande vs CIC and 

others (SLP (c) No. 27734/2012) 

"The performance of an employee/Officer in an organisation is primarily a  

matter between the employee and the employer and normally those aspects 

are governed by the service rules which fall under the impression 'personal 

information', the disclosure of which has no relationship to any public activity 

or public interest. On the other hand, the disclosure of which could cause 

unwarranted invasion of the privacy of that individual."  

The Supreme Court further held that such information could be disclosed only if it 

would serve a larger public interest. 

4. However, the appellant contended that this judgement is not applicable in 

this case. 

5. Therefore, the appellant is directed to file the submissions that how the 

judgement is not applicable in this case. He is also directed to file the public interest 

involved in seeking the information before the next date of hearing to the 

respondent-Public Information Officer with a copy to the Commission to take the 

matter to its logical end.” And the case was adjourned for 26.10.2021 but on the 

request of the appellant to adjourn the case, the case was fixed for hearing on 

9.11.2021. 

6. During the hearing the appellant sent the written submissions which were 

transmitted to the respondent-Public Information Officer with the directions to file the 
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 rejoinder, if any. Also the relevant portion of the submissions made by the appellant are 

reproduced below:- 
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  And the case was further adjourned for 15.12.2021 on the said date the  
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respondent reiterated the reply already filed by Public Information Officer and the 

order passed by the First Appellate Authority. However, the appellant requested that 

the direction may be issued to the respondent-Public Information Officer to supply 

the information. 

7. It is also appropriate to mention that the appellant has levelled general and 

baseless allegations against the entire staff working in the District and Sessions 

Judge, Ludhiana without any documentary evidence as per the submissions made by 

him on 9.11.2021. Therefore, no directions are being given to the respondent 

authority in this regard. As far as the submissions made by the appellant that he was 

not given a reasonable time to be heard by the First Appellate Authority is 

concerned, the First Appellate Authority is to examine this issue at his own level so as 

to prevent such re-occurance, if any, in future. Therefore, this order is being sent to 

the First Appellate Authority through registered post. 

8. In the case of Canara Bank Rep. by its Deputy Gen. Manager v. C.S. Shyam & 

Anr. Civil Appeal No. 22 of 2009 in which the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India has 

decided that information between employer & employee is personal information and 

as such exempted under Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, 2005, if no public interest is 

established by the appellant/complainant.  

9.  It is pertinent to mention here the case of Girish Ramchandra Deshpande's 

vs. CIC and others (SLP (C) no. 27734/2012)  in which the petitioner sought 

information of the employee and Hon’ble Supreme Court of India has held as under:- 

“12. We are in agreement with the CIC and the courts below that the details 
called for by the petitioner i.e. copies of all memos issued to the third 
respondent, show-cause notices and orders of censure/punishment, etc. are 
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qualified to be personal information as defined in clause (j) of Section 8(1) of 
the RTI Act.  

The performance of an employee/officer in an organisation is primarily 
a matter between the employee and the employer and normally those aspects 
are governed by the service rules which fall under the expression “personal 
information”, the disclosure of which has no relationship to any public activity 
or public interest. On the other hand, the disclosure of which would cause 
unwarranted invasion of privacy of that individual.  

Of course, in a given case, if the Central Public Information Officer or 
the State Public Information Officer or the appellate authority is satisfied that 
the larger public interest justifies the disclosure of such information, 
appropriate orders could be passed but the petitioner cannot claim those 
details as a matter of right.” 

 

10. After going through the judicial pronouncements, hearing the submissions 

made by the parties viz a viz RTI application of the appellant, and going through the 

case file, the Commission accepts the plea taken by the respondent as the same 

would cause unwarranted invasion to privacy of the individual and is not justified 

disclosure of the said information in the larger public interest as per Section 8(1)(j) of 

the RTI Act, 2005. Moreover, the appellant could not establish the larger public 

interest since he has made general allegations against all the staff working in the 

District & Sessions Judge Office, District Ludhiana. Therefore, the Commission is of 

the view that no further action is required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is 

disposed of and closed.  

        sd 

Dated: 31.12.2021     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 




