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FINAL ORDER 

Sh. Mandeep Rai,  
# 48/2, Model Town, Dinanagar, 
District Gurdaspur-143531 
 
Versus 
 
Public Information Officer, 
o/o Director, Health & Family Welfare Department Punjab, 
Parivar Kalyan Bhawan, Sector-34 A, Chandigarh. 
First Appellate Authority, 
o/o Director, Health & Family Welfare Department Punjab, 
Parivar Kalyan Bhawan, Sector-34 A, Chandigarh. 
 
Complaint Case No. 351 of 2023 
 
ORDER: 
(To be read in continuity with earlier orders on 6.9.2023 and 9.11.2023) 
1. The complainant, Mandeep Rai, filed this RTI application dated 29.11.2022 and sought 
information regarding: 

 
from the PIO o/o Director, Health & Family Welfare Department Punjab, Chandigarh. When 
no information was received, the Complainant filed a complaint under Section 18 of the RTI Act, 
2005 to the Commission on 31.5.2023. The case was last heard on 9.11.2023. 
 
2. The Order in this Complaint Case was reserved on 9.11.2023, whereon the complainant had 
remained absent for the second successive Hearing. The complainant, Sh. Mandeep Rai, 
however, made a written submission via email on 3.11.2023, wherein he challenged the PIO’s 
decision to withhold the information as 3rd party information, while also pointing out that the PIO 
had failed to follow the stipulated procedure, which is mandatory as per Section 11 of the RTI 
Act, 2005, in order to claim exemption from disclosure. 
 
3. The complainant has sought information regarding the qualifications and experience of 38 
Pharmacy Officer appointed vide letters issued on 4.2.2022. As per the PIO, the information 
was withheld as 3rd party information and the complainant was duly informed vide three 

separate replies Letter No. ਈ-5(1)ਪੰ:2022/5419 Dated 20.12.2022, Letter No. 3237 Dated 

31.1.2023, and Letter No. 1844 Dated 3.5.2023. It is also notable, that former State Information 
Commissioner Sh. Amrit Partap Singh Sekhon, has Disposed of and Closed an Appeal Case 
(No. 1684 of 2023) pertaining to the same RTI application, vide his Order of 8.5.2023. In said 
Order the Commission upheld the contention of the PIO that the information sought is personal 
to third parties, while also exempt as per Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, 2005. Following that 
Order, Sh. Mandeep Rai, filed this Complaint Case under Section 18(1) of the RTI Act, 2005.  
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Complaint Case No. 351 of 2023 
  
4. This is a Complaint Case, where the only question before the Commission is to determine 
whether there was any malafide intent on the part of the respondent PIO in denying or delaying 
the information sought by an applicant.  
 

5. The respondent PIO did in fact provide a reply to the complainant vide Letter No. ਈ-
5(1)ਪੰ:2022/5419 Dated 20.12.2022, which was well within the stipulated 30 days period. 

Subsequently Sh. Mandeep Rai filed a Complaint to the Commission. The respondent PIO, 
attended all the Hearings in the Commission and provided further replies vide Letter No. 3237 
Dated 31.1.2023, and Letter No. 1844 Dated 3.5.2023.  
 
6. It is evident from the above, that there was no attempt to delay matters, on the part of the 
respondent PIO and there was no apparent malafide intent in the PIO’s decision to withhold the 
information. It is also noteworthy that the Bench heard the Second Appeal filed by Sh. Mandeep 
Rai, also upheld the PIO’s decision.  
 
7. In view of the above, there is no further cause for action and the Complaint is Disposed of. 
 
 
      Sd/- 
(ASIT JOLLY) 
State Information Commissioner, Punjab. 
Chandigarh 
23.5.2024 
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FINAL ORDER 

Sh. Ashok Kumar, 
S/o Sh. Lachhman Dass, 
R/o Regar Basti, Street No. 1, 
Jaitu, District Faridkot.  
 
Versus 
 
Public Information Officer, 
o/o District & Session Judge, 
District Faridkot. 
First Appellate Authority- 
o/o District & Session Judge, 
District Faridkot. 
 
Appeal Case No. 3373 of 2022 
 
ORDER: 
(To be read in continuity with earlier order dated 25.1.2023, 31.5.2023, 7.7.2023, and 
29.8.2023) 
1. The appellant, through an RTI application dated 25.02.2022, has sought information 
regarding:  
 

 
 
as enumerated in the RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority 
(FAA) on 31.3.2022 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 20.7.2022 under 
Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The case was last heard on 29.8.2023. 
 
2. An Order in this Appeal Case was reserved on 29.8.2023, whereon the respondent PIO, 
represented by Sh. Iqbal Khan, AEC, had made a detailed written submission in response to the 
Commission’s direction to provide a reply to point Nos. 7 and 8 of the RTI application. The reply 
is as under:        
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Appeal Case No. 3373 of 2022 

 
“In compliance with orders dated 07.07.2023 passed by the Hon'ble Punjab State Information 
Commission, Chandigarh, following is hereby submitted for the information sought by the appellant at 
point No.7 and point No. 8:- 

 
It is submitted that in point No.7 the appellant sought the list of marks obtained by the selected 
candidates as mentioned in the merit list, and in Point No.8 the appellant sought, the application form, 
education certificates, caste certificates and residential certificates, knowledge of Punjabi language 
certificates of candidates selected on these posts mainly Abhishek Mishra son of Ram Saran Mishra 
and Anurag Mishra son of Ram Saran Mishra be supplied, but this information for Point No.7 and Point 
No.8 has not been supplied to the appellant because the said information being personal in nature by 
referring the judgment of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in case No. SLP(Civil) No.2734 of 2012, 
titled as Girish Ramchandra Deshpande Versus Central Information Commission(copy attached) and 
judgment of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Civil appeal No.10044 of 2010 titled as Central 
Public Information Officer, Supreme Court of India Vs Subash Chandra Aggarwal, Notification of 
Punjab Government circulated vide Letter No.4/5/2021-4GR1/1/225467/2021 dated 09.08.2021 (copy 
attached), in which Punjab Government has defined "Personal information" under the Right Information 
Act, 2005 and the Rules applicable to this office framed by the Hon'ble Punjab and Haryana High 
Court, Chandigarh titled as Punjab Subordinate Courts (Right to Information) Rules, 2007 (copy 
enclosed) wherein Volume-IV Chapter 5-F under the heading Exemption from disclosure of Information 
at point 4 it has been mentioned:- 
 
4. The information specified under Section 8 of the Act shall not be disclosed and made available and 
in particular the following information shall not be disclosed:- 
1. The Information which relates to judicial functions and duties of the Court and matters incidental and 
ancillary thereto and of confidential nature shall not be disclosed in terms of Section 8(1)(b) of the Act. 
Provided that the question as to which information relates to judicial functions, duties of Court and 
matters incidental and ancillary or of confidentiality shall be decided by the Competent Authority or his 
delegate, whose decision shall be final. 
(2) Any information affecting the confidentiality of any examination/selection process conducted by the 
District & Sessions Judge under Punjab Subordinate Courts Establishment (Recruitment and General 
Conditions of Service) Rules, 1997 as amended from time to time.  
The question of confidentiality shall be decided by the Competent Authority and in case of the 
information relating to a Sessions Division by the Administrative Judge of the said Sessions Division 
acting as a delegate of the competent authority, whose decision shall be final. 
 
It is humbly submitted that the information sought at point No.7 and Point No.8 has not been supplied 
to the appellant on account of aforementioned Judgments/rules. However, if the Hon'ble Punjab State 
information Commission, Chandigarh deems fit to pass further directions/orders in this regard, the 
same will be duly complied with in letter and spirit under intimation to the Hon'ble Commission.” 

 
3. In view of the above the Commission concurs with the decision of the PIO to withhold the 
information sought at point Nos. 7 and 8 of the RTI application. There is no further cause for 
action and the Appeal is Disposed of. 
 
 
      Sd/- 
(ASIT JOLLY) 
State Information Commissioner, Punjab. 
Chandigarh 
23.5.2024 
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FINAL ORDER 

Sh. Rakesh Kumar,  
S/o Sh. Walaiti Ram,  
R/o 7788/3a/1, Guru Angad Dev Colony,  
Ludhiana. 
 
Versus 
 
Public Information Officer,  
O/o District Attorney Prosecution,  
Ludhiana. 
First Appellate Authority, 
O/o Director, Prosecution and Litigation, PB,  
Mohali. 
Mrs. Renu Bala,  
W/o Sh. Rakesh Kumar,  
R/o 204/17, Backside Gopal International,  
Near Telephone Exchange,  
Albert Road, Amritsar. 
 
Appeal Case No. 5276 of 2023  
 
ORDER: 
(To be read in continuity with earlier order on 22.11.2023) 
 
1. The RTI application is dated 12.5.2023 vide which the appellant has sought information 
regarding:  

 
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority 
(FAA) on 30.6.2023 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 16.8.2023 under 
Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The case was last heard on 22.11.2023. 
 
2. An Order in this Appeal Case was reserved on 22.11.2023. Prior to which the PIO has made 
a written submission Dated 17.11.2023, wherein he has stated as under: 
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Appeal Case No. 5276 of 2023  
 
  
“The First Appellate Authority rightly allowed the appeal of respondent no. 3 and passed the 
legal and reasoned order dated 3.8.2023 as per law and in compliance of the same, the 
information has already been supplied to Respondent no. 3. Therefore the present application 
has become infructuous.” 
 
3. The Commission concurs with the PIO that the Appeal has become infructuous. There is no 
further cause for action and the Appeal is Disposed of.  
 
 
      Sd/- 
(ASIT JOLLY) 
State Information Commissioner, Punjab. 
Chandigarh 
23.5.2024 
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FINAL ORDER 

Kuldeep Kumar, 
# 3261, Rattan Singh Chowk,, 
F.G.C. Road, Amritsar.  
 
Versus 
 
Public Information Officer-cum-XEN,  
Drainage Division, Amritsar,  
Incumbent Public Information Officer-cum-XEN,  
Kandi Canal Division, Hoshiarpur. 
Public Information Officer, 
o/o Executive Engineer,  
Bari Doab Drainage Division,  
Opp. Guru Harikrishan Public School,  
Model Town, G.T. Road, Amritsar.  
First Appellate Authority, 
o/o Superintending Engineer,  
Water Supply and Mining, Geology Halka, 
Amritsar. 
 
Appeal Case No. 3921 of 2022 
 
ORDER:  
(To be read in continuity with earlier orders on 2.12.2022, 23.2.2023, 17.3.2023, 21.4.2023, 
9.5.2023, 8.6.2023, 18.07.2023, 15.9.2023, and 19.9.2023) 
1. The RTI application is dated 26.4.2022 vide which the appellant has sought information 
regarding: 
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Appeal Case No. 3921 of 2022 
 

 
 
as enumerated in his RTI application. First Appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority 
(FAA) on 21.6.2022 and Second Appeal was filed in the Commission on 26.8.2022 under 
Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The case was last heard on 19.9.2023. 
 
2. An Order in this Appeal Case was reserved on 19.9.2023, whereon the PIO-cum-XEN, 
Drainage Division, Amritsar, failed to comply with this Commission’s Order to appear in person 
along with a written reply to the RTI application and information sought therein. Following this, 
the PIO submitted copy of a reply vide Letter No. 1768-69 Dated 28.9.2023, which was sent to 
the appellant by Registered Post along with information, as available in the records.  
 
3. In view of the above, the Appeal is Disposed of. 
 
 
      Sd/- 
(ASIT JOLLY) 
State Information Commissioner, Punjab. 
Chandigarh 
23.5.2024    
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FINAL ORDER 

Sh. Pradeep Kumar,  
S/o Sh. Babu Ram,  
Ward No 5, Jogian Mohalla,  
Naraingarh, District Ambala-134203 
 
Versus 
 
Public Information Officer,  
o/o SSP, Patiala. 
Public Information Officer,  
o/o DC, Patiala. 
First Appellate Authority, 
o/o IGP, Patiala Range, Patiala. 
First Appellate Authority, 
o/o DC, Patiala. 
 
Appeal Cases Nos. 3228/2023, 3481/2023, 4114/2023, 4131/2023, 4987/2023, 5048/2023, 

5341/2023, & CC No. 532/2023 (Heard together) 

 
ORDER: 
(To be read in continuity with earlier orders on 20.7.2023, 12.9.2023, and 21.11.2023) 
 
1. The RTI applications are dated 28.2.2023 vide which the appellant has sought identical 
information as enumerated in his RTI applications. First Appeals were filed with the First 
Appellate Authority (FAA) on 28.3.2023 and Second Appeals were filed in the Commission on 
16.5.2023 under Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The cases were last heard on 
21.11.2023. 
 
2. An Order in these Appeal Cases was reserved on 21.11.2023. The appellant Sh. Pradeep 
Kumar, had sought following information in his RTI applications:  
 
AC No. 3228 of 2023 
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Appeal Cases Nos. 3228/2023, 3481/2023, 4114/2023, 4131/2023, 4987/2023, 5048/2023, 

5341/2023, & CC No. 532/2023 (Heard together) 

 
AC No. 3481 of 2023 

 

 
 
AC No. 4114 of 2023 

 

 
  
AC No. 4131 of 2023 
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Appeal Cases Nos. 3228/2023, 3481/2023, 4114/2023, 4131/2023, 4987/2023, 5048/2023, 
5341/2023, & CC No. 532/2023 (Heard together) 

 
 
AC No. 4987 of 2023 

 
 
AC No. 5048 of 2023 

 
AC No. 5341 of 2023 

 
 
CC No. 532 of 2023 

 
 

3. It is the considered view of this Commission, that none of the information requested in these 
RTI applications qualifies as “information” as defined by Section 2(f) of the RTI Act, 2005. The 
titled Appeals are, accordingly, Disposed of. 
 
 
      Sd/- 
(ASIT JOLLY) 
State Information Commissioner, Punjab. 
Chandigarh 
23.5.2024 


